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EWING.. 


At  a  Meeting  of  the  Freeholders  and  ether  Inhabi¬ 
tants  of  the  Town  of  Boston,  duly  qualified  and 
legally  warned ,  in  'public  Town- Meeting  aj Jem- 
bled  at  Faneuil-Hall  on  Thurfday  the  22 d  Day  of 
March ,  1770. 

VOTED, 

THAT  the  Hon.  fames  Bowdoin ,  Efq;  Doctor 
fofeph  Warren ,  and  Samuel  Pemberton ,  Efq;  a 
Committee  appointed  on  the  12th  Inftant,  to 
make  Reprefentation  ol  the  late  horrid  MafTacre  in  Bof- 
ton  by  the  Soldiery,  be  d cured  to  tranfmit,  by  the  Packet, 
to  Doctor  Lucas ,  a  patriotic  Member  ot  the  Houle  ol 
Commons  in  Ireland,  a  printed  copy  of  luch  Reprefen¬ 
tation. 

Atteft.  William  Cooper,  Town  Clerk . 

To  Dodlor  C.  LUCAS, 

Member  of  the  Houfe  of  Commons  in  / R  E LA N D . 


S  I  R, 


Boston,  New -England^  March  23d,  1 770. 


IT  is  in  Confequence  of  an  Appointment  ol  the  I  own 
of  Bojion ,  that  we  have  the  Honor  of  writing  to  you, 
and  of  communicating  the  inclofed  Narrative  relative  to 
the  MafTacre  in  this  Town  on  the  5th  Inftant. 

After  that  execrable  Deed,  perpetrated  by  Soldieis  01 
the  20th  Regiment,  the  Town  thought  it  highly  expe¬ 
dient,  that  a  full  and  juft  Reprefentation  of  it  mould  be 
made  to  Perfons  of  Character  as  foon  as  may  be,  in  order 
to  fruftrate  the  Defigns  of  certain  Men,  who,  as  they 
have  heretofore  been  plotting  the  Ruin  ct  our  on  ltu 
tion  and  Liberties,  by  their  Letters,  Memorials,  and 
Reprefentations,  are  now  laid  to  have  piocure  opo  1 
tions  in  a  private  Manner,  relative  to  the  laid  MalTacre 
to  bring  an  Odium  upon  the  Town  as  the  Aggreflb’S 
that  Affair.  But  we  humbly  apprehend  that,  aL 


ami n mg  the  laid  Narrative,  and  the  Depositions  annexed 

a’  SuJl-  1  Abe  [Ully  fat‘Sfied  °f  the  Falfehood  of  fuch' 
gg  ‘°n  •  And  we  take  upon  ourfelves  to  declare 
npon  our  Honor  and  Confciences,  that  having  examined 

GrounteTt ,theMatter>  ^ere  does  not  appear  the  leaft  - 

takTnhew?fhPn0fiti0n%referreu  t0  (if  any  fuch  there  be)  were 
anv  ntW  P  r  n°t,fylng  the  kkA  Men  °f  the  Town,  or 

in  behalf  of  thr^h316^*0!  be  prefent  at  the  CaPtion, 
fll  ,  h  ,Town  ;  wh,ch>  as  it  has  been  a  Thin? 

Jthe  T  COmpIained  of  heretofore  in  feme  other  Cafes  fo 
tl  e  own  now  renew  their  Complaints  on.  the  fame  head 

till1  theT<  y  PrfUmf  PuC  r  DePofitions  will  have  no  Weight 
till  the  1  own  has  been  ferved  with  Copies  of  them  and 

of  SfsPMaUttery  g'T-them  t0  be  heard  in  their  Defence 
rafter  Fd  ’  d  A"  n"y  other>  wherein  their  Cha- 
„d™, ™  <*'»““  ™h  «  viw  of  paai„s  a 

TowJ^Th C  <T0ftdua  was  ohPerved  on  the  Part  of  the 

made  their  F  /uftlCes?  Wlth  a  Committee  to  affift  them, 
neuil  Hal  Exan]*lnat1ons  publicly;  molt  of  them  at  Fa- 
Tv  ,-r  •  ’  3nd  the  Reft  where  any  Perfons  miedit  attend 

Notifications  were  fent  to  the  Cuftom-houfe  whe  e  the 

&Tn  tbTFim6  Cuftc°mS  fit’  that  they,  or  any  Per! 

>  (heir  behalf,  might  be  prefent  at  the  Captions  • 

Mr  GrZ}rY  r‘  She  DePuty_Colleftor,  and 

♦  een^  1  enant  of  the  Cuftom-houfe  under  the  Com- 

of  dt°em!S’  and  emp,0yed  hy  them>  were  prefent  at  many 

ferret  M°^  ^  lfid  C°mmiftioners,  Mr.  Robinfon ,  in  a 
fecret  Manner,  has  embarked  on  board  Captain  Robfon 

of  the  oether°C  °WaVthe  l6tH  Inftant’  which’  with  three 
not  ha!  1?  iSTmlR°ner,S  ::et,ring  from  Town,  and 
Inftant  ^  p  r  Eoaid  for  fomeTime  fince  the  5th 
J  ’l  -f  Rea  c  u°  aPPrehend  they  have  planned, 
II  I  Tg’-  S  ScheLme  of  Milreprefentation,  to  in- 

fn  SafavT^T  t0  thlIu’  that  their  Ferfons  are  not 
m  bafety  in  this  Town  in  the  Abfence  of  Troops  But 

ftnlible3" sf  15  A°  dependent  on  Troops,  for  ^ou  are 

them  T™’  1  1  37  6vii  had  ever  been  intended 

tnem,  1  roops  could  not  have  prevented  it. 

TnwrTfF  fo  aP^rently  incompatible  with  the  Safety  of  the 

hTs  MaSvt'r  ^  t0  C°ntinUe  any  lonSer  in  ft,  that 

the  Ti ieuteLntC^'nCI  ^  “mous  in  their  Advice  to 
.he  Ticutenant-Governor,  that  they  fhould  be  removed  to 

the 
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the  Barracks  .at  Cafflrtjknd.,  And  it  is  the  humble  and 

rT  Pa7^  $  !he„^wn’  and  the  Province  in  general, 
that  h.s  Majeft£<w>ll  gracioufly  be  pleafed,  in  hts  greaJ 

Wifdom  and  Goodnefs,  to  order  the  faid  Troops  out  of 
the  Province  ;  and  that  his  dutiful  and  loyal  Subiedh  of 

this  Town  and  Province - dutiful  and  loyal,  notwith- 

itanding  any  Reprefentations  to  the  contrary - may  not 

again  be  diftrelTed  and  deftroyed  by  Troops  ;  for  prevent¬ 
ing  which,  we  beg  Leave,  in  Behalf  of  the  Town  to 
requeft  moft  earneftly  the  Favour  of  your  Internolition 

and  Influence. - We  have  the  Honor  to  be,  with  the 

moft  perfect  Regard, 

SIR, 

Your  moft  obedient, 


And  very  humble  Servants, 


James  Bowdoin, 
S.  Pemberton, 
Joseph  Warren- 


Bos TON, 


[  6  J 


Boston,  fT.  At  a  Meeting  of  the  Freeholders  and  other  In¬ 
habitants  of  the  Town  of  Bofton,  duly  qualified  and 
legally  warned ,  in  public  Town-Meeting  affembled  at 
Faneuil-Hall ,  on  Monday  the  12 th  Day  of  March 9 
Anno  Domini,  1770. 

THAT  Article  in  the  Warrant  for  calling  this  Meet¬ 
ing,  viz.  “  What  Steps  may  be  further  necelfary 
“  for  obtaining  a  particular  Account  of  all  Proceedings 
<c  relative  to  the  M  abac  re  in  King-fir  eet  on  Monday  Night 
<c  laft,  that  a  full  and  juft  Reprefentation  may  be  made 
“  thereof,”  was  read,  whereupon, 

VOTED, 

That  the  Honourable  fames  Bowdoin ,  Efq;  Doclor 
Jofeph  Warren ,  and  Samuel  Pemberton ,  Efq;  be  a  Com¬ 
mittee  for  this  important  Bufinefs  ;  and  they  are  defired 

to  report  as  foon  as  may  be. 

Atteft  William  Cooper,  Town-Clerk . 

THE  following  Report,  containing  a  Narrative  of  the 
late  Maftacre,  is  fubmitted  to  the  Town. 

In  the  Name  of  the  Committee, 

James  Bowdoin. 


At  the  Town-Meeting  held  on  the  19 th  of  March,  I77°? 

by  Adjournment. 

TH  E  aforementioned  Report  was  read  and  confidered, 
whereupon  Voted  Unanimoufiy ,  That  the  fame  be  ac¬ 
cepted,  and  that  it  be  immediately  printed  ;  and  the  Com¬ 
mittee  are  defired  to  tranfmit  Copies  thereof  as  foon  as  pof- 
jible  to  the  following  Gentlemen,  viz.  The  Right  Hon. 
Ifaac  Barre ,  Elq;  one  of  his  Majefty’s  moft  honourable 
Privy  Council ;  Thomas  Pownal ,  Efq;  late  Governor  of 
the  Maflachufets ;  William  Bollan ,  Efq;  Agent  for  his 
Majefty’s  Council  ;  Dennys  De  Berdt ,  Elq;  Agent  for  the 
Houfe  of  Reprefentatives ;  Benjamin  Franklin,  Elq;  L.L.D. 
and  Barlow  Trecothick ,  Efq;  a  Member  of  Parliament  for 
the  City  of  London . 

Atteft;  William  Cooper,  Town-Clerk . 

A  Jhort 


■■1 
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A  Jhort  Narrative  cf  the  horrid  Maffacre  in  Bofton, 
perpetrated  in  the  Evening  of  the  Fifth  Bay  of 
March,  1 770,  by  Soldiers  of  the  XXI Xth  Regi- 
ment  \  which ,  with  the  XI Vth  Regiment ,  were 
then  quartered  there .  With  fome  Observations  on 
the  State  of  Things  prior  to  that  Cataftrophe . 

IT  may  be  a  proper  introdu&ion  to  this  narrative, 
briefly  to  reprefent  the  {late  of  things  for  fome  time 
previous  to  the  faid  maftacre  :  And  this  feems  necef- 
fary  in  order  to  the  forming  a  juft  idea  of  the  caufes 
of  it. 

At  the  end  of  the  late  war,  in  which  this  Province  bore 
fo  diftinguifhed  a  part,  a  happy  union  fubfifted  between 
Great-Britain  and  the  Colonies.  This  was  unfortunately 
interrupted  by  the  Stamp- A&,  but  it  was  in  fome  meafure 
reftored  by  the  Repeal  of  it.  It  was  again  interrupted  by- 
other  Acfs  of  parliament  for  taxing  America  ;  and  by  the 
appointment  of  a  Board  of  Commiflioners,  in  purfuance 
of  an  a£l,  which,  by  the  face  of  it,  was  made  for  the 
relief  and  encouragement  of  commerce,  but  which,  in  its 
operation,  it  was  apprehended,  would  have,  and  it  has  in 
faCl  had,  a  contrary  effedf.  By  the  faid  add  the  faid  Com¬ 
miflioners  were  “  to  be  refident  in  fome  convenient  part 
of  his  Majefty’s  dominions  in  America”. — ft  his  mull  be 
underftood  to  be  in  fome  part  convenient  for  the  whole — 
But  it  does  not  appear,  that  in  fixing  the  place  of  their 
refidence,  the  convenience  of  the  whole  was  at  all  con- 
fulted  ;  for  Bofton  being  very  far  from  the  center  of  the 
colonies,  could  not  be  the  place  moft  convenient  for  the 

whole. - Judging  by  the  act,  it  may  feem  this  town  was 

intended  to  be  favoured,  by  the  Commiflioners  being  ap¬ 
pointed  to  relide  here  ;  and  that  the  confequence  of  that 
refidence,  would  be  the  relief  and  encouragement  of  com¬ 
merce  ;  bur  the  reverfe  has  been  the  conftant  and  unilonn 
effedf  of  it  ;  So  that  the  commerce  of  the  town,  from  the 
embaraflments  in  which  it  has  been  lately  involved,  is 
greatly  reduced.  For  the  particulars  on  this  head,  fee  the 
itate  of  the  trade  not  long  flnee  drawn  up  and  tranfmitted 
to  England  by  a  committee  of  the  merchants  of  Bofton. 

The  refidence  of  the  Commiflioners  here,  has  been 
detrimental  not  only  to  the  commerce,  but  to  the  political 

interefts  of  the  town  and  province  and  not  only  lo,  but 

we  ' 
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we  can  trace  from  it  the  caufes  of  the  late  horrid  maflacre. 
Soon  alter  their  arrival  here  in  November,  1767,  inftead 
of  confining  themfelves  to  the  proper  bufinefs  of  their  of- 
nce,  they  became  partifans  of  Governor  Bernard  in  his 
political  fc hemes ;  and  had  the  weaknefs  and  temerity  to 
infringe  upon  one  of  the  molt  effential  rights  of  the  houfe 
ol  commons  of  this  province — that  of  giving  their  votes 
with  freedom,  and  not  being  accountable  there-for  but  to 
iheii  conftituents.  One  of  the  members  of  that  houfe, 
Capt.  I  imothy  Folgier,  having  voted  in  fome  affair  con¬ 
trary  to  the  mind  of  the  faid  Commiflioners,  was  for  fo 
doing  diimiffed  from  the  office  he  held  under  them. 

I  hele  proceedings  of  theirs,  the  difficulty  of  accefs  to 
them  on  olfice-bufinels,  and  a  fupercilious  behaviour,  ren- 
deied  them  difguftful  to  people  in  general,  who  in  confe- 
quence  theieof  treated  them  with  negleCt.  This  proba¬ 
bly  ffimulated  them  to  refent  it :  and  to  make  their  re- 
fentment  felt,  they  and  their  coadjutor  Governor  Bernard, 
made  fuch  reprefentations  to  his  Majefty’s  minifters  as 
they  thought  belt  calculated  to  bring  the  difpleafure  of 
the  nation  upon  the  town  and  province :  and  in  order  that 
thofe  reprefentations  might  have  the  more  weight,  they 
are  faid  to  have  contrived,  and  executed  plans  for  exciting 
difturbances  and  tumults,  which  otherwife  would  proba¬ 
bly  never  have  exiftedj  and  when  excited,  to  have  tranf- 

mitted  to  the  miniftry  the  moft  exaggerated  accounts  of 
them. 

rhefe  particulars  of  their  condudf  his  Majefty’s  Coun¬ 
cil  of  this  province  have  fully  laid  open  in  their  proceed¬ 
ing  in  council,  and  in  their  addrefs  to  General  Gage,  in 
July  and  O&ober,  1768;  and  in  their  letter  to  Lord 
Hillfborough  of  the  15th  of  April,  1769. — Unfortunate¬ 
ly  for  us,  they  have  been  too  fuccefsful  in  their  faid  re¬ 
prefentations,  which  in  conjunction  with  Governor  Ber¬ 
nard’s,  have  occafioned  his  Majefty’s  faithful  fubjeCts  of 
this  town  and  province  to  be  treated  as  enemies  and  rebels, 
by  an  invafion  of  the  town  by  fea  and  land :  to  which  the 
approaches  were  made  with  all  the  circumfpedtion,  ufual 
where  a  vigorous  oppofition  is  expected.  While  the 
town  was  furrounded  by  a  confiderable  number  of  his  Ma¬ 
jefty’s  fhips  of  war,  two  regiments  landed  and  took  pof- 
feffion  of  it ;  and  to  fupport  thefe,  two  other  regiments 
arrived  fome  time  after  from  Ireland:  one  of  which  land¬ 
ed  at  Caftle  Ifland,  and  the  other  in  the  town. 

y 
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I  hus  were  we,  in  aggravation  of  our  other  embarra  fT 
ments,  embarraffed  with  troops,  forced  upon  us  contrary 
to  our  inclination, — contrary  to  the  fpirit  of  Mao-na  Ch'u  - 

Vr*7  f  the  V6ry  !etter  °f  the  BiU  ot'  lights  in 
which  it  is  declared,  that  the  raifing  or  keeping  a  landing 

army  within  the  kingdom  in  time  of  peace  unlefs  t  J 

with  the  confent  of  parliament,  is  again*  law-and  with! 

!he  m!tedefiref  °f  ^e,  C‘Vl1  umaglftrat«,  to  aid  whom  was 
the  pretence  for  fending  the  troops  hither:  who  were 

quartered  in  the  town  in  direct  violation  of  an  adt  of  par! 

hament  for  quartering  troops  in  America  :  and  all  this 

“r!nfeqU/nuCe  r  -  ,thA  rePrefentations  of  the  faid  Commif- 
oners  and  the  faid  Governor,  as  appears  by  their  memo- 
rials  and  letters  lately  publifhed. 

As  they  were  the  procuring  c'aufe  of  troops  being  fent 
hither,  they  m uft  therefore  be  the  remote  and  a  blame- 
able  caufe  of  all  the  diflurbances  and  bloodfhed  that  have 
taken  place  in  confequence  of  that  Meafure. 

But  we  fliall  leave  them  to  their  own  reflexions,  after 
observing,  that  as  they  had  fome  months  before  the  arri¬ 
val  or  the  troops,  under  pretence  of  f  fety  to  their  ner- 
fons  retired  from  town  to  the  Caftle,  fo  after  the  arrival 
of  the  troops,  and  their  being  quartered  in  the  town, 
they  t  iought  propc!- to  retLirn:  having  anfwered,  as  they 

d°w  ^  ^ouSht’  the  Purpofe  of  their  voluntary  flight.  ’ 
e  mail  next  attend  t  >  the  conduct  of  the  troops,  and 
to  fome  circumftances  relative  to  them. — Governor  Ber¬ 
nard  without  conful  ting  the  Council,  having  given  up 
the  State-houfe  to  the  troops  at  their  landing,  they  took 
pofleflion  of  the  chambers,  where  the  reprefcntatives  of 
the  province  and  the  courts  of  law  held  their  meetings  . 
and  (except  the  council-chamber)  of  all  other  parts*  of 
that  houfe:  in  which  they  continued  a  confiderable  time, 
to  the  great  annoyance  of  thofe  courts  while  they  fat,  and 
of  the  merchants  and  gentlemen  of  the  town,  who  had 
always  made  the  lower  floor  of  it  their  exchange.  They 
had  a  right  fo  to  do,  as  the  property  of  it  was  in  dit¬ 
to  wn:  out  they  were  deprived  of  that  right  by  meer  pow- 
^  ^aic^  Governor  foon  after,  by  every  flratao-em 
and  by  every  method,  but  a  forcible  entry,  endeavoured 
to  get  polfe/fion  of  the  manufaXory-houfe,  to  make  a  bar¬ 
rack  of  it  for  the  troops  :  and  for  that  purpofe  caufed  it 
to  be  befleged  by  the  troops,  and  the  people  in  it  to  be 
ulul  very  cruelly ;  which  extraordinary  proceedings  creat¬ 
ed  wm  erfal  uneafmefs,  arifing  from  the  apprehenfion, 

that 
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that  the  troops  under  the  influence  of  fuch  a  man  would 
be  employed  to  eftedt  the  moll  dangerous  purpofes  :  but 
faiUno-  of  that,  other  houfes  were  procured,  in  which, 
contrary  to  abt  of  parliament,  he  caufed  the  troops  to  be 
quartered.  After  their  quarters  were  fettled,  the  main 
guard  was  pofted  at  one  of  the  laid  houfes,  directly  oppo- 
lite  to,  and  not  twelve  yards  from,  the  State-houfe, 
(where  the  General  Court,  and  all  the  Law  Courts  for 
the  County  were  held)  with  two  field  pieces  pointed  to  the 
State-houfe.  This  fituation  of  the  main  guard  and  field 
pieces  feemed  to  indicate  an  attack  upon  the  conftitution, 
and  a  defiance  of  law;  and  to  be  intended  to  affront  the 
legiflative  and  executive  authority  of  the  province. 

°The  General  Court,  at  the  firff  Seflion  after  the  arri¬ 
val  of  the  troops,  viewed  it  in  this  light,  and  applied  to 
Governor  Bernard  to  caufe  fuch  a  nufance  to  be  removed ; 
but  to  no  purpofe.  Difgufted  at  fuch  an  indignity,  and 
at  the  appearance  of  being  under  dureffe,  they  refufed  to 
do  bufinefs  in  fuch  circumftances ;  and  in  confequence 
thereof  were  adjourned  to  Cambridge,  to  the  great  incon¬ 
venience  of  the  members. 

Befides  this,  the  challenging  the  inhabitants  by  centi- 
nels  pofted  in  all  parts  of  the  town  before  the  lodgings  of 
officers,  which  (for  about  fix  months,  while  it  lafted)  oc- 
cafioned  many  quarrels  and  great  uneafinefs. - 

Capt.  Wilfon’s,  of  the  59th,  exciting  the  negroes  of 
the  town  to  take  away  their  mafters  lives  and  property, 
and  repair  to  the  arfiiy  for  proteftion,  which  was  fully 
proved  againft  him.-— The  attack  of  a  party  of  foldiers  on 
fome  of  "the  magiftrates  of  the  town— the  repeated  refcues 
of  foldiers  from°peace  officers— the  firing  of  a  loaded  muf- 
ket  in  a  public  ftreet,  to  the  endangering  a  great  number 
of  peaceable  inhabitants— the  frequent  wounding  of  per- 
fons  by  their  bayonets  and  cutlaft'es,  and  the  numerous 
inftances  of  bad  behaviour  in  the  foldiery,  made  us  early 
fenfible,  that  the  troops  were  not  fent  here  for  any  benefit 
to  the  town  or  province,  and  that  yve  had  no  good  to  ex¬ 
pect  from  fuch  confervators  of  the  peace  *. 


*  The  inhabitants,  inftead  of  making  application  to 
the  military  officers  on  thefe  occafions,  chofe  rather  to  op- 
pofe  the  civil  authority  and  the  laws  of  the  land  to  fuch 
offenders  ;  and  had  not  the  foldiery  found  means  to  evade 
leeal  punifhments,  it  is  more  than  probable  their  infolence 
would  have  received  a  check,  and  fome  of  the  molt  me¬ 
lancholy  effects  of  it  been  prevented. 
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It  was  not  expected  however,  that  fuc'h  an  outrage  and 
maffacre,  as  happened  here  on  the  evening  of  the  ni- 
ftant,  would  have  been  perpetrated.  There  were  then 
killed  and  wounded,  by  a  difcharge  of  mufquetry,  eleven 
of  his  Majefty’s  fubjedts,  viz. 

Air.  Samuel  Gray,  killed  on  the  fpot  by  a  ball  entering 
his  head.  \  : 

Crifpus  Attucks,  a  molatto,  killed  on  the  fpoty  two 
balls  entering  his  bread:. 

Mr.  James  Caldwell,  killed  on  the  fpot,  by  two  balls 
entering  his  back. 

Mr.  Samuel  Maverick,  a  youth  of  feventeen  years  of 
age,  mortally  wounded:  he  died  the  next  morning. 

Mr.  Patrick  Carr  mortally  wounded :  he  died  the  14th 
inftant. 

Chriftopher  Monk  and  John  Clark,  youths  about  feven¬ 
teen  years  of  age,  dangeroufly  wounded.  It  is  appre¬ 
hended  they  will  die. 

Mr.  Edward  Payne,  merchant,  handing  at  his  door  : 
wounded. 

Aleffrs.  John  Green,  Robert  Pattcrfon  and  David  Par¬ 
ker:  all  dangeroufly  wounded. 

The  adtors  in  this  dreadful  tragedy  were  a  party  of  fol- 
diers  commanded  by  Capt.  Prefton  of  the  29th  regiment: 
This  party,  including  the  Captain,  confided  of  eight, 
who  are  all  committed  to  gaol. 

There  are  depofitions  in  this  affair  which  mention,  that 
feveral  guns  were  fired  at  the  fame  time  from  the  Cuftom- 
houfe ;  before  which  this  fhocking  feene  was  exhibited. 
Into  this  matter  inquifition  is  now  making. — In,  the  mean 
time  it  may  be  proper  to  infert  here  the  fubftance  of  fome 

of  thofe  depofitions.  •  . 

Benjamin  Frizell,  on  the  evening  of  the  5th  of  March, 
having  taken  his  ftation  near  the  weft  corner  of  the  Cuf- 
tom-houfe  in  King-ftreet,  before  and  at  the  time  of  the 
foldiers  firing  their  guns,  declares  (among  other  things) 
that  the  firft  difcharge  was  only  of  one  gun,  the  next  of 
two  guns,  upon  which,  he  the  deponent  thinks,  he  faw  a 
man  Humble  :  the  third  difcharge  was  of  thice  guns,  up¬ 
on  which  he  thinks  he  faw  two  men  fall,  and  immediately 
after  were  difeharged  five  guns,  two  of  which  wcie  by 
foldiers  on  his  right  hand,  the  other  three ,  as  appeared  to 
the  deponent*  were  difeharged  from  the  balcony ,  01  the  cham¬ 
ber  window  of  the  Cujlom-houfe ,  the  flafocs  appearing  on  the 
left  hand*  and  higher  than  the  right  hand  flafbes  appeared  to 
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and  of  which  the  deponent  was  very  fcnfihle ,  altho’  his 
eyes  were  much  turned  to  the  foldiers,  who  were  all  on  his 
right  hand. 

Gill  am  Bafsy,  being  in  King-flreet  at  the  fame  time, 
declares  that  they  (the  party 'of  foldiers  from  the  main 
guard)  polled  themfelves  between  the  Cuftom-houfe  door, 
and  the  well  corner  of  it ;  and  in  a  few  minutes  began  to 
fire  upon  the  people  :  Two  or  three  of  the  flafioes  Jo  high 
above  the  rcfL,  that  he  the  deponent  verily  believes  they  mujl 
have  come  from  the  Cujlom-houfe  windows. 

Jeremiah  Allen  declares,  that  in  the  evening  of  the  5th 
day  of  March  current,  being  at  about  nine  o’clock  in  the 
front  chamber  in  the  houfe  occupied  by  Col.  Ingerfoll  in 
King-flreet,  he  heard  fome  guns  fired,  which  occafioned 
his  going  into  the  balcony  of  the  faid  houfe. — That  when 
he  was  in  the  faid  balcony  in  company  with  Mr.  William 
Molineux,  junior,  and  John  Simpfon,  he  heard  the  dif- 
charge  of  four  or  five  guns,  the  flafhes  of  which  appeared 
to  be  to  the  weflward  of  the  centry-box,  and  immediately 
after,  he  the  deponent  heard  two  or  three  more  guns ,  and 
faw  the  flajbes  thereof  from  out  of  the  houfe ,  now  called  the 
Cuftom-houfe ,  as  they  evidently  appeared  to  himy  and  which 
he  the  faid  deponent  at  the  fame  time  declared  to  the  afore- 
faid  Molineux  and  Simpfon  being  then  near  him,  faying  to 
them ,  (at  the  fame  time  pointing  his  hand  towards  the 
Cuflom-houfe)  there  they  are  out  of  the  Cuftom-houfe . 

George  Cobfler  being  in  King-flreet  at  the  time  above¬ 
mention,  declares  that  in  five  or  fix  minutes  after  he  flop¬ 
ped,  he  heard  the  word  of  command  given  to  the  foldiers 
fire ,  upon  which  one  gun  was  fired,  which  did  no  execu¬ 
tion,  as  the  deponent  obferved ;  about  half  a  minute  after 
two  guns,  one  of  which  killed  one  Samuel  Gray  a  rope- 
maker,  the  other  a  molatto  man,  between  which  two  men 
the  deponent  flood ;  after  this  the  deponent  heard  the  dif- 
charge  of  four  or  five  guns  more,  by  the  foldiers  ;  imme¬ 
diately  after  which  the  deponent  heard  the  difeharge  of  two 
guns  or  pijiols ,  from  an  open  window  of  the  ?niddle  ftory  of 
the  Cuftom-houfe ,  near  to  the  place  where  the  centry-box  is 
placed,  and  being  but  a  finall  diflance  from  the  window, 
he  heard  the  people  from  within  fpeak  and  laugh,  and 
foon  after  faw  the  cafement  lowered  down :  after  which 
the  deponent  aflifled  others  in  carrying  off  one  of  the 
corps. 

Cato,  a  negro  man,  fervant  to  Tuthill  Hubbart,  Efq; 
declares,  that  on  Monday  evening  the  5th  of  March  cur¬ 
rent, 


rent,  on  hearing  the  cry  of  fire,  he  ran  into  Kino -ftrcet 
wnere  he  faw  a  numb®  .of  people  affembled  before  the 
Cuftom-houfe,  that  hef  ftood  near  the  centry-box  and  (aw 

fhiHfliV8  ^  aw  pe°pIe,  who  (food  in  the  middle  of 
laid  ftreet;  direc  ly, after  which  he  fau,  two  flajhes  of  guns, 

cfu  qmck  upon  the  other. ,  from  the  chamber  window  of  the 

Cujhm-ooufe ;  and  that  after  the  firing  was  all  over  while 

the  people  were  carrying  away  the  dead  and  wounded,  be 

Jaiv  toe  Lujtom  houfe  door  opened ,  and  feveral  foldiers  (one  of 

whom  had  a  Lutlajs)  go  into  the  Cuftom-houfe  and  (hut  the 
door  after  them. 

Benjamin  Andrews  declares,  that  being  defired  by  the 
committee  of  enquiry  to  take  the  ranges  of  the  holes  made 
by  mulquet  bails,  in  two  houfes  near  oppofite  to  the  Cuf¬ 
tom-houfe,  he  finds  the  bullet  hole  in  the  entry  door  noil 
of-  Mr.  Payne  s  houfe  (and  which  grazed  the  edo-e  of  the 
door  before  it  entered  the  pod,  where  it  lodged,' "two  and 
a  half  inches  deep)  ranges juft  under  the  Jiool  of  the  weflern - 
moji  lower  chamber  window  of  the  Cuftom-houfe .  J 

Samuel  Drowne,  towards  the  end  of  his  depofition 
(which  contains  a  pretty  full  account  of  the  proceedings  of 
the  foldiers  on  the  evening  of  the  5th  indant)  declares 
that  he  faw  the  flajhes  of  two  guns  fired  from  the  Cuftom - 
houfe ,  one  of  which  was  out  of  a  window  of  the  chamber 
weftwardof  the  balcony,  and  the  other  from  the  balcony ;  the 
gun  ( which  he  clearly  difeerned)  being  pointed  through  the  baU 
lifters,  and  the  perfon  who  held  the  gun,  in  a  floopinv  p0fture 
withdrew  himfelf  into  the  houfe,  having  a  handkerchief  or 
fome  kind  of  cloth  over  his  face . 

"Phefe  depofitions  fhew  clearly,  that  a  number  of  guns 
were  fired  from  the  Cudomrhoufe.—  As  this  affair  is  now 
enquiring  into,  all  the  notice  we  (hall  take  of  it  is,  that 
it  diftinguiflies  the  aefors  in  it  into  Street-Actors  and 
Houfe- A cfors;  which  is  neccfiary  to  he  obferved. 

What  gave  occafion  to  the  melancholy  event  of  that 
evening  feems  to  have  been  this.  A  difference  having 
happened  near  Mr.  Gray’s  rope-walk,  between  a  foldier 
and  a  man  belonging  to  it,  the  foldier  challenged  the 
rope-makers  to  a  boxing  match.  The  challenge  was  ac¬ 
cepted  by  one  of  them,  and  the  foldier  worded.  .  He  ran 
to  the  barrack  in  the  neighbourhood,  and  returned  with 
feveral  of  his  companions.  The  fray  was  renewed,  and 
the  foldiers  were  driven  off.  They  foon  returned " with 
recruits,  and  were  again  worded.  This  happened  feveral 
times,  till  at  length  a  confiderable  body  of  foldiers  was 

collected. 
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collected,  and  they  alfo  were  driven  off,  the  rope-makers 
having  been  joined  by  their  brethren  of  the  contiguous 
rope-walks.  By  this  time  Mr.  Grey  being  alarmed,  in- 
ternofed,  and,  with  the  affiftance  of  feme  gentlemen,  pre¬ 
vented  any  further  difturbance.  To  fatisfy  the  foldiers, 
and  punifh  the  man  who  had  been  the  occafion  of  the 
tirft  difference,  and  as  an  example  to  the  reft,  he  turned 
hint  out  of  his  fervice,  and  waited  on  Col.  Dalrymple, 
the  commanding  officer  of  the  troops,  and  with  him  con¬ 
certed  meafures  for  preventing  further  mifchief.  i  hough 
this  affair  ended  thus,  it  made  a  ftrong  impreffion  on  the 
minds  of  the  foldiers  in  general,  who  thought  the  honor 
of  the  regiment  concerned  to  revenge  thole  repeated  re- 
pulfes.  For  this  purpofe  they  feem  to  have  formed  a  com¬ 
bination  to  commit  fome  outrage  upon  the  inhabitants  of 
the  town  indiscriminately  •,  and  this  was  to  be  done  on  the 
evening  of  the  5th  inftant,  or  foon  after,  as  appears  by 
the  dep'ofitions  of  the  following  perfons,  viz.  . 

Wiiliam  Newhall  declares,  that  on  Thurfday  night, 
the  firft  of  March  inftant,  he  met  four  foldiers  of  the  29th 
regiment,  and  that  he  heard  them  fay,  “  There  were  a 
creat  many  that  would  eat  their  dinners  on  Monday  next, 
that  Should  not  eat  their  dinners  on  1  uefday.  _ 

Daniel  Calf  declares,  that  on  Saturday  evening,  the  3d 
of  March,  a  camp-woman,  wife  to  James  ^  M  Deed,  a 
orenadier  of  the  29th,  came  into  his  father  s  fhop,  an 
the  people  talked  about  the  affrays  at  the  rope-walks  and 
blaming  the  foldiers  for  the  part  they  had  added  in  it  tne 
woman” faid  the  foldiers  were  in  the  right ,  adding,  that 
before  Tuefday  or  Wednefday  night  they  would  wet  them 
{words  or  bayonets  in  New-England  people  s  blood. 

Mary  Bradford  declares,  that  on  Sabbath  evening,  the 
ith  March  inftant,  a  foldier  came  to  the  houfe  of  M  . 
p  '  s  'Phaver,  where  fire  then  was  ;  he  deftnng  to  fpeak 
with  Mr.  Thayer,  was  told  by  Mrs.  Mary  T  hayer,  that 
Tier  'brother  was  engaged,  and  could  not  be  poke  w.  h 
He  faid  your  brother,  as  you  call  him,  is  -a  man  1  hav 
a  ,.reat  regard  for,  and  I  came  on  purpofe  to  tell  him  to 
f  =>  .  ,  P  ,  .f„  f„r  «  before  Tuefdav  next  at  twelve 

o’clock  'there  will  be  a  great  deal  of  bloodfhed,  and  a 
„reat  many  lives  loft  ani  added,  that  he  came  outo  a 
particular^  regard  to  her  brother  to  advife  him  to  keep  m 

LT  i  ouf"  for  then  he  would  be  out  of  harm  s  way  He 

faid  your  brother  knows  me  very  weH  ;  my  name  is  Chai  cs 
Malone.  He  then  went  away. - Of  the  fame  imp^ 


[  is  3 

and  in  confirmation  of  this  declaration,  are  the  depofi- 
tions  of  Mary  Thayer  and  Afa  Copeland,  who  both  live 
with  the  laid  Mary  Thayer,  and  heard  what  the  fold.er 
faid,  as  abovementioned.  It  is  alfo  confirmed  by  the  de- 
pofition  of  Nicholas  Ferriter. 

Jane  Ufher  declares,  that  about  n’ne  o’clock  on  Mon¬ 
day  morning,  the  5th  of  March  current,  from  a  window 
fhe  faw  two  perfons  in  the  habit  of  foldiers,  one  of  whom 
being  on  horfe  back  appeared  to  be  an  officer’s  fervant. 
The  perfon  on  the  horfe  firft  fpoke  to  the  other,  but  what 
he  faid,  fhe  is  not  able  to  fay,  though  the  window  was 
open,  and  fhe  not  more  than  twenty  feet  diftant  :  the 
other  replied.  He  hoped  he  Jhould  fee  blood  enough  fpilt  before 
Adorning .  * 

Matthew  Adams  declares,  that  on  Monday  evening, 
the  5th  of  March  infhnt,  between  the  hours  of  feven 
and  eight  o’clock,  he  went  to  the  houfe  of  corporal  Per- 
fhall  of  the  29th  regiment,  near  Quaker-lane,  where  he 
faw  the  corporal  and  his  wife,  with  one  of  the  fifers  of 
faid  regiment.  When  he  had  got  what  he  went  for,  and 
was  coming  away,  the  corporal  called  him  back,  and  de- 
fired  him,  with  great  earneffnefs,  to  go  home  to  his 
mafter’s  houfe  as  foon  as  bufinefs  was  over,  and  not  be 
abroad  on  any  account  that  night  in  particular,  for  the 
foldiers  were  determined  to  be  revenged  on  the  rope-walk  peo¬ 
ple  ;  and  that  much  jnifchief  zvould  be  done .  Upon  which 
the  fifer  (about  18  or  19  years  of  age)  faid,  heA  hoped  in 
God  they  would  burn  the  town  down.  On  this  he  left  the 
houfe,  and  the  faid  corporal  called  after  him  again,  and 
begged  he  would  mind  what  he  faid  to  him. 

Caleb  Swan  declares,  that  on  Monday  night,  the  5th 
of  March  inftant,  at  the  time  of  the  bells  ringing  for  lire, 
he  heard  a  woman’s  voice  whom  he  knew  to  be  the  fup- 
pofed  wife  of  one  Montgomery,  a  grenadier  of  the* 29th 
regiment,  Handing  at  her  door,  and  heard  her  fay,  it  was 
not  fire ,  the  town  was  too  haughty  and  too  proud  ;  and  that 
many  of  their  arfes  would  be  laid  low  before  the  morning. 

Margaret  Swanfborough  declares,  that  a  Iree  woman 
named  Black  Peg,  who  has  kept  much  with  the  foldiers, 
on  hearing  the  diflurbance  on  Monday  evening,  the  5th 
inftant,  find  the  foldiers  zvere  not  to  be  trod  upon  by  the  inha¬ 
bitants ,  but  would  know  before  morning*  whether  they  or  the 

inhabitants  were  to  be  majlers.  > 

Jofeph  Hooton,  jun.  declares,  that  coming,  from  the 

South-end  of  Bofton  on  Monday  evening,  the  5th  ot 

March, 
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March,  inftant,  againft  Dr.  Sewall’s  meeting,  he  heard 
a  great  noife  and  tumult,  with  the  cry  of  murder  often 
repeated.  Proceeding  towards  the  town-houfe  he  was 
palled  by  feviral  foldiers  running  that  way  with  naked  cut- 
lafles  and  bayonets  in  their  hands.  He  afked  one  of  them 
what  was  the  matter,  and  was  anfwered  by  him,  by  God 
you  will  all  know  what  is  the  matter  foon.  .Between  9 
and  10  o’clock  he  went  into  King-ftreet,  ^nd  was  prefent 
at  the  tragical  feene  exhibited  near  the  Cuflom-houfe,  as 
particularly  let  forth  in  his  depofition. 

Mrs.  Mary  Ruflell  declares,  that  John  Brailsford,  a 
private  foldier  of  th fourteenth  regiment,  who  had  fre¬ 
quently  been  employed  by  her  (when  he  was  ordered  with 
his  company  to  the  Caftle,  in  confequence  of  the  mur¬ 
ders  committed  by  the  foldiers  on  the  evening  of  the  5th 
of  March)  coming  to  the  deponent’s  houfe  declared,  that 
t  H  E  1 R  regiment  were  ordered  to  hold  themfelves  in 
readme fs ,  and  accordingly  was  ready  that  evening, 
upon  the  inhabitants  firing  on  t  e  fioldiary ,  to  come  to  the  afififi- 
tance  ofi  the  foldiery .  On  which  fhe  allced  him,  if  he 
would  have  fired  upon  any  of  the  inhabitants  of  this  town. 

To  which  he  replied,  Yes,  if  he  had  orders  ;  but  that 
if  he  faw  Mr.  Ruflell  he  would  have  fired  wide  of  him. 
He  alfo  faid,  it’s  well  there  was  no  gun  fired  by  the  inha¬ 
bitants ,  for  had  there  been^  W  E  Jhould  have  come  to  the  fol¬ 
diers  affiance. 

By  the  foregoing  depofitions  it  appears  very  clearly, 
there  was  a  general  combination  among  the  foldiers  of  the 
29th  regiment  at  leaft,  to  commit  fome  extraordinary  ad 
of  violence  upon  the  town  ;  that  if  the  inhabitants  at¬ 
tempted  to  repel  it  by  firing  even  one  gun  upon  thofe 
foldiers,  the  14th  regiment  were  ordered  to  be  in  readinefs 
to  aflift’them  ;  and  that  on  the  late  butchery  in  King- 
llreet  they  a&ually  were  ready  for  that  purpofe,  had  a 
fino-le  <nin  been  fired  on  the  perpetrators  of  it. 

ft  appears,  by  a  variety  of  depofitions^  that,  on  the 
the  fame  evening  between  the  hours  of  fix  and  half  after 
nine  (at  which  time  the  firing  began)  many  perfons,  with¬ 
out  the  leaf!:  provocation,  were,  in  various  parts  of  the 
town,  infulted  and  abufed  by  parties  of  armed  foldiers 

patrol ing  the  ftreets  :  particularly - 

Mr.  Robert  Pierpont  declares,  that  between  the  hours 
of  feven  and  eight  in  the  fame  evening,  three  armed  fol¬ 
diers  palling  him,  one  of  them  who  had  a  bayonet  gave 
him  a  back  handed  ftroke  with  it,  on  complaint  of  this 

treatment 
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tieatmcnt.  He  Hud  t lie  deponent  fhould  Toon  hear  more  of 
it,  and  threatned  him  very  hard. 

Mr.  Henry  13als  declares,  that  at  nine  o’clock  a  party 
of  foldiers  came  out  of  draper’s-alley  leading  to  and  from 
Murray’s  barracks,  and  they  being  armed  with  large  naked 
cutlaffes,  made  at  every  body  coming  in  their  way,  cut¬ 
ting  and  flafhing  ;  and  that  he  himlelf  very  narrowly  ef- 
caped  receiving  a  cut  from  the  foremoll:  of  them,  who 
purfued  him. 

Samuel  Atwood  declares,  that  ten  or  twelve  foldiers 
armed  with  cutlaffes,  bolted  out  of  the  alley  leading  from 
Murray’s  barracks  into  Dock-fquare,  and  met  the  depo-^ 
nent,  who  afked  them  if  they  intended  to  murder  people  ? 
they  anfwered,  Yes,  by  God,  root  and  branch  ;  faying 
here  is  one  of  them  ;  with  that  one  of  them  ftruck  the 
deponent  with  a  club,  which  was  repeated  by  another  : 
the  deponent  being  unarmed  turned  to  go  off,  and  he  re¬ 
ceived  a  wound  on  the  left  fhoulder  which  reached  the 
bone,  difabled  him,  and  gave  him  much  pain.  Having 
gone  a  few  fteps  the  deponent  met  two  officers ,  and  afked 
them,  Gentlemen,  what  is  the  matter  ?  they  anfwered,  you 
will  fee  by  and  by  ;  and  as  he  paffed  by  Col.  Jackfon’s  he 
heard  the  cry,  turn  out  the  guards. 

Captain  James  Kirkwood,  declares,  that  about  nine  of 
the  clock  in  the  evening  of  the  fifth  day  of  March  cur¬ 
rent,  he  was  going  by  Murray’s  barracks  ;  hearing  a  noife 
he  flop  at  Mr.  Rhoads’s  door,  oppofite  the  faid  barracks, 
where  faid  Rhoads  was  Handing,  and  ffood  l'ome  time  and 
law  the  foldiers  coming  out  of  the  yard  from  the  barracks 
armed  with  cutlaffes  and  bayonets,  and  rufhing  through 
Boylffone’s-alley  into  Cornhill,  two  officers,  viz.  Lieuts. 
Minchin  and  Dickfon  came  out  of  the  Mefs-houfe,  and 
faid  to  the  foldiers,  my  lads  come  into  the  barrack,  and 
don’t  hurt  the  inhabitants,  and  then  retired  into  the  mefs- 
houfe.  Soon  after  they  came  to  the  door  again,  and 
found  the  foldiers  in  the  yard  ;  and  directly  upon  it,  En- 
fign  Mall  came  to  the  gate  of  the  barrack  yard  and  laid 
to  the  foldiers,  turnout ,  and  1  will  /land  by  you-,  this  he 
he  repeated  frequently,  adding,  kill  them,  flick  than  ;  knock 
them  down,  run  your  bayonets  through  them,  with  a  great 
deal  of  language  of  like  import.  Upon  which  a  great 
number  of  foldiers  came  out  of  the.  barracks  with  naked 
cutlaffes,  headed  by  faid  Mall,  and  went  through  the  afore- 
laid  alley,  that  fome  officers  came  and  got  the  foldiers  into 
their  barracks,  and  that  Mall  with  hisfword  or  cutlafs  drawn 
in  his  hand,  as  often  had  them  out  again ,  but  were  at  laft 
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drove  into  their  barracks  by  the  faid  Minchin  andDickfon. 

Mr.  Henry  Rhoads’s  declaration  agrees  with  Captain 
Kirkwood’s. 

Mr.  Matthias  King  of  Halifax  in  Nova  Scotia/  de¬ 
clares,  that  in  the  evening  of  the  fifth  day  of  March  in¬ 
flan  t,  about  nine  of  the  clock,  he  was  at  his  lodgings  at 
Mrs.  I  orrey’s  near  the  town  pump,  and  heard  the  bells 
ring,  and  the  cry  of  fire  •  upon  which  he  went  to  the 
door  and  faw  feveral  foldiers  come  round  the  fouth  fide  of 
the  town-houfe  armed  with  bayonets,  and  fomething 
which  he  took  to  be  broad  fwords  ;  that  one  of  thofe 
people  came  up  almoft  to  him  and  Mr.  Bartholomew 
Kneeland  ;  and  that  they  had  but  juft  time  to  fhut  the 
door  upon  him  ;  otherwife  he  is  well  allured  they  muft 
have  fell  victims  to  their  boundlefs  cruelty.  He  after¬ 
wards  went  into  the  upper  chamber  of  the  faid  houfe,  and 
was  looking  out  of  the  window  when  the  dru?n  and  the 
guard  we?it  to  the  barrack ,  and  he  faw  one  of  the  guards 
kneel  and  prefent  his  piece  with  a  bayonet  fixed,  and  heard 
him  fwear  he  would  fire  upon  a  parcel  of  boys  who  were 
then  in  the  ftreet,  but  he  did  not  :  He  further  declares, 
that  when  the  body  of  the  troops  was  drawn  up  before  the 
guard  houfe  ( which  ivas  prefently  after  the  maffacre)  he  heard 
an  officer  fay  to  another ,  that  this  was  fine  work>  and  jufl 
what  he  wanted ;  ut  in  the  hurry  he  could  not  fee  him, 
fo  as  to  know  him  again. 

Robert  Polley  declares,  that  on  Monday  evening,  the  5th 
inftant,  as  he  w’as  going  home,  he  obferved  about  ten 
perfons  {landing  near  Mr.  Taylor’s  door,  after  ftanding 
there  a  fmall  fpace  of  time,  he  went  with  them  towards 
Boylfton’s-alley,  oppofite  to  Murray’s  barracks  \  we  met 
in  the  alley  about  eight  or  nine  armed  foldiers,  they  af- 
faulted  us,  and  gave  us  a  great  deal  of  abufive  language, 
we  then  drove  them  back  to  the  barracks  with  flicks  only  ; 
we  looked  for  ftones  or  bricks,  but  could  find  none,  the 
ground  being  covered  with  fnow  ;  fome  of  the  lads  dif- 
perfed,  and  he,  the  faid  Polley,  with  a  few  others,  were 
returning  peaceably  home,  when  we  met  about  nine  or  ten 
other  foldiers  armed  ;  one  of  them  faid,  Where  are  the 
fons  of  bitches  They  ftruck  at  feveral  perfons  in  the 
ftreet,  and  went  towards  the  head  of  the  alley.  Two 
officers  came  and  endeavoured  to  get  them  into  their  bar¬ 
racks  ;  one  of  the  lads  propofed  to  ring  the  bell  ;  the  fol¬ 
diers  went  through  the  alley,  and  huzza’d,  and  faid  they 
were  gone  through  the  Royal  Exchange  Lane  into  King- 
ftrcet. 

Samuel 
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Samuel  Drowne  declares,  that  about  nine  of  the  clock 
of  the  evening  of  the  fifth  of  March  current,  {landing 
at  his  own  door  in  Cornhill,  he  law  about  fourteen  or  fif¬ 
teen  foldiers  of  the  29th  regiment,  who  came  from  Mur¬ 
ray’s  barracks  armed  with  naked  culafies,  fwords,  &c.  and 
came  upon  the  inhabitants  of  the  town,  then  Handing  or 
walking  in  Cornhill,  and  abufed  fome,  and  violently  af- 
faulted  others  as  they  met  them ;  mod  of  whom  were 
without  fo  much  as  a  Hick  in  their  hand  to  defend  them- 
felves,  as  he  very  clearly  could  difcern,  it  being  moon 
light,  and  himfelf  being  one  of  the  alTaulted  perfons.  All 
or  moll  of  the  laid  foldiers  he  faw  go  into  King-flreet, 
(fome  of  them  through  Royal  Exchange  Lane)  and  there 
followed  them,  and  foon  difcovered  them  to  be  quarrelling 
and  fighting  with  the  people  whom  they  faw  there,  which 
he  thinks  were  not  more  than  a  dozen  whfen  the  loldiers 
came  there  firfl,  armed  as  aforefaid.  Of  thofe  dozen  peo¬ 
ple  the  moll  of  them  were  gentlemen,  (landing  together 
a  little  below  the  Town-houfe  upon  the  Exchange.  At 
the  appearance  of  thofe  foldiers  fo  armed,  the  molt  of  the 
twelve  perfoes  went  ofi,  iome  o(  them  being  firft  al- 
faulted. 

The  violent  proceedings  of  this  party,  md  their  going 
into  K  ing-Hreet,  tc  quarrelling  and  fighting  with  the  peo¬ 
ple  whom  they  faw  there”  (mentioned  in  Mr.  Drowne  s 
depofition)  was  immediately  introductory  to  the  grand  ca- 
taHrophe. 

Thefe  affailants,  who  ifiued  from  Murrays  bariacks 
(fo  called)  after  attacking  and  wounding  divers  perfons  in 
Cornhill,  as  above-mentioned,  being  armed,  proceeded, 
mod  of  them,  up  the  Royal  Exchange  Lane  into  Ring- 
llreet,  where  making  a  (hort  Hop,  and  after  afiaulting  and 
driving  away  the  few  they  met  there,  they  branoilhed 
their  arms,  and  cried  out.  Where  are  the  Boogers  ;  \vhue 
are  the  Cowards  ?  At  this  time  there  \\  ne  very  tew  per¬ 
fons  in  the  Hreet  befides  themfelves. — —This  party,  111 
proceeding  from  Exchange-lane  into  King-Hreet,  mult 
pafs  the  centry  poHed  at  the  wcHerly  corner  or  tie 
CuHom-Houfe,  which  butts  on  that  lane  and  fronts  on 
th  t  Hreet.  This  is  needful  to  be  mentioned,  as  near  that 
fpot,  and  in  that  Hreet  the  bloody  tragedy  was  adted,  and 
the  H  eet  adlors  in  it  were  Hationed  :  This  Hat  ion  cing 
but  a  few  feet  from  the  front  fide  of  the  faid  Cuftom- 

houfe. - The  outrageous  behaviour,  and  the  threats 

of  the  faid  party  occafioned  the  ringing  of  the  Meet- 
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ing-houfe  bell  near  the  head  of  King-ftreet;  which  bell 
ringing  quick  as  for  fire,  it  prefently  brought  out  a  number 
of  the  inhabitants,  who  being  foon  fenfible  of  the  occafion 
of  it,  were  naturally  led  to  King-ftreet,  where  the  faid 
pan  ty  had  made  a  flop  but  a  little  while  before  j  and  where 
their  flopping  had  drawn  together  a  number  of  boys  round 
the  centry  at  the  Cuftom-houfe.  Whether  the  boys  mif- 
took  the  centry  for  one  of  the  faid  party,  and  thence  took 
occafion  to  differ  with  him,  or  whether  he  fir  ft  affronted 
them,  which  is  affirmed  in  feveral  depofitions — however 
that  may  be,  there  was  much  foul  language  between  them, 
and  of  them,  in  confequence  of  his  pufhing  at  them  with 
his  bayonet,  threw  Inow-balls  at  him,*  which  occafioned 
him  to  knock  haftily  at  the  door  of  the  Cuftom-houfe. 

1  rom  hence  two  perfons  thereupon  proceeded  immediately 
to  the  main  guard,  which  was  polled  (oppofite  to  the  State- 
houfe)  at  a  fmall  diftance  near  the  head  of  the  faid  llreet. 
The  officer  on  guard  was  Capt.  Prefton,  who,  with  feven 
or  eight  foldiers  with  fire  arms,  and  charged  bayonets, 
lllued  from  the  guard-houfe,  and  in  great  hafte  polled 
himfelf  and  his  foldiers  in  the  front  of  the  Cuftom-houfe, 
near  the  corner  aforefaid.  In  palling  to  this  ftation  the 
foldiers  pufhed  feveral  perfons  with  their  bayonets,  driv'ng 

through 

*  Since  writing  this  narrative,  feveral  depofitions  have 
appeared,  which  make  it  clear  that  the  centry  was  firft  in 
fault. —  He  overheard  a  barber’s  boy  faying,  that  a  Captain 
of  the  14th  (who  had  juft  palled  by)  was  fo  mean  a  fellow 
as  not  to  pay  his  barber  for  {having  ;  upon  this  the  centry 
left  his  poll,  and  followed  the  boy  into  the  middle  of  the 
llieet,  where  he  told  him  to  fhew  his  lace  j  the  boy  pertlv 
replied,  I  am  not  alhamed  to  Ihew  my  face  to  any  man  ; 
upon  this  the  centry  gave  him  a  fweeping  ftroke  on  the 
head  with  his  mnfket,  which  made  him  reel  and  fta^o-er, 
and  cry  much.  A  fellow-apprentice  afkcd  the  centry  what 
he  meant  by  this  abufe  ?  He  replied,  damn  your  blood,  if 
you  do  not  get  out  of  the  way  I  will  give  you  fomething, 
and  then  fixed  his  bayonet  and  puffed  at  the  lads,  who 
both  ran  out  of  his  way.  This  difpute  colledled  a  few 
pci  fons  about  the  boys  near  the  Cuftom-houfe.  Prefently 
after  this,  the  party  above-mentioned  came  into  King- 
{} ret.  i_,  which  was  a  further  occafion  of  drawing  people 
thither,  as  above  related.  See  depofition  of  Benjamin 
Broadeis  and  others.) 
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through  the  people  in  fo  rough  a  manner,  that  it  appeared 
they  intended  to  create  a  difturbance.  This  occafioned 
fome  fnow-balls  to  be  thrown  at  them,  which  feems  to 
have  been  the  only  provocation  that  was  given.  Mr.  Knox 
(between  whom  and  Capt.  Prefton  there  was  fome  con- 
verfation  on  the  fpot)  declares,  that  while  he  was  talking 
with  Capt.  Prefton,  the  foldiers  of  his  detachment  had  at¬ 
tacked  the  people  with  their  bayonets  ;  and  that  there  was 
not  the  leaft  provocation  given  to  Gapt.  Prefton  or  his 
party  :  the  backs  of  the  people  being  towards  them  when 
the  people  were  attacked.  He  alfo  declares,  that  Capt. 
Prefton  feemed  to  be  in  great  hafte  and  much  agitated  ; 
and  that,  according  to  his  opinion,  there  were  not  then 
prefent  in  King-ftreet  above  feventeen  or  eighteen  perfons 
at  the  extent. 

The  faid  party  was  formed  into  a  half  circle,  and,  within 
a  fhort  time  after  they  had  been  ported  at  the  Cuftom- 
houfe,  began  to  fire  at  the  people. 

Capt.  Prefton  is  faid  to  have  ordered  them  to  fire,  and 
to  have  repeated  that  order.  One  gun  was  fired  hrft  ; 
then  others  in  fucceftion,  and  with  deliberation,  till  ten 
or  a  dozen  guns  were  fired  ;  or  till  that  number  of  dif- 
charges  were  made  from  the  guns  that  were  fired.  By 
which  means  eleven  perfons  were  killed  and  wounded,  as 
above  reprefented. 

Thefe  fadfs,  with  divers  circumftances  attending  them, 
are  fupported  by  the  depofitions  of  a  confiderable  number 
of  perfons,  and  among  others  are  the  following,  viz. 
Meffirs.  Henry  Bafs,  Samuel  Atwood,  Samuel  Drowne, 
James  Kirkwood,  Robert  Polley,  Samuel  Condon,  Da¬ 
niel  Ufher,  Jofiah  Simpfon,  Henry  Knox,  Gillam  Bafs, 
John  Hickling,  Richard  Palmes,  Benjamin  Frizzed,  and 
others,  whofe  depofitions  are  in  the  appendix. 

Soon  after  the  firing,  a  drum,  with  a  party  from  the 
main  guard,  went  to  Murray’s  and  the  other  barracks 
beating  an  alarm  as  they  went,  which,  with  the  firing, 
had  the  effect  of  a  fignal  for  adtion.  Whereupon  all  the 
foldiers  of  the  29th  regiment,  or  the  main  body  of  them, 
appeared  in  King-ftreet  under  arms  ;  and  feemed  bent  on 
a  further  maflacre  of  the  inhabitants,  which  was  with 
great  difficulty  prevented.  1  hey  were  drawn  up  between 
the  State-houfe  and  main  guard  ;  their  lines  extended 
acrofs  the  ftreet,  and  facing  down  King-ftreet,  where  the 
town -people  were  aftembled.  Tf  he  hrft  line  kneeled,  and 

the  whole  of  the  firft  plattoon  prefented  their  guns  ready 

to 
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to  fire,  as  foon  as  the  word  fhould  be  given.  They  con- 
tinned  in  that  pofture  a  confiderable  time.  But  by  the 
good  Providence  of  God,  they  were  reftrained  from  fir¬ 
ing- 

That  they  then  went  into  King-ftreet  with  fuch  a  dif- 
pofition,  will  appear  probable  by  the  two  following  depo¬ 
sit  i  one. 

Mrs.  Mary  Gardner,  living  in  Atkinfon-ftreet,  declares, 
that  on  Monday  evening  the  5th  of  March  current,  and 
before  the  guns  fired  in  King-ftreet,  there  were  a  number 
of  foldiers  aftembled  from  Green’s  barracks  towards  the 
fl  eet,  and  oppofite  to  her  gate;  that  they  flood  very  {till 
until  the  guns  were  fired  in  King-ftreet,  then  they  clap¬ 
ped  their  hands  and  gave  a  cheer,  faying,  this  is  all  that 
-we  want.  They  ran  to  their  barrack,  and  came  out  again 
in  a  few  minutes,  all  with  their  arms,  and  ran  towards 
King-ftreet. 

William  ballafs  declares,  that  (after  the  murder  in 
King-llreet)  on  the  evening  of  the  5th  inftant,  upon  his 
return  home  he  had  occafion  to  ftop  oppofite  to  the  lane 
leading  to  Green’s  barracks,  and  while  he  flood  there,  the 
loldiers  rufhed  by  him  with  their  arms,  towards  King- 
ftreet,  faying,  this  is  our  time  or  chance:  and  that  he  never 
faw  men  or  dogs  fo  greedy  for  their  prey  as  thofe  foldiers 
feemed  to  be,  and  the  ferjeants  could  hardly  keep  them  in 
their  ranks. 

Thefe  circumftances  with  thofe  already  mentioned,  a- 
mount  to  a  clear  proof  of  a  combination  among  them  to 
commit  fome  outrage  upon  the  town  on  that  evening ; 
and  that  after  the  enormous  one  committed  in  King-ftreet, 
they  intended  to  add  to  the  horrors  of  that  night,  by  ma¬ 
king  a  further  {laughter. 

At  the  time  Capt.  Prefton’s  party  iffued  from  the  main 
guard,  there  were  in  King-ftreet  about  two  hundred  per- 
lons,  and  thofe  were  collected  there  by  the  ringing  of  the 
bell,  in  confequence  of  the  violences  of  another  party, 
that  had  been  there  a  very  little  while  before.  When 
Captain  Prefton  had  got  to  the  Cuftom-houfe,  fo  great  a 
part  of  the  people  difperfed  at  fight  of  the  foldiers,  that 
not  more  than  twenty  or  thirty  then  remained  in  King- 
ftreet,  as  Mr.  Drowne  declares  and  at  the  time  of  fir¬ 
ing  not  feventy,  as  Mr.  Palmes  thinks  f. 

But 


*  +  See  his  Depofition. 
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But  after  the  firing,  and  when  the  (laughter  was  known, 
which  occafioned  the  ringing  of  all  the  bells  of  the  town, 
a  large  body  of  the  inhabitants  foon  aflembled  in  King- 
ftreet,  and  continued  there  the  whole  time  the  29th  regi¬ 
ment  was  there  under  arms,  and  would  not  retire  till  that 
regiment,  and  all  the  foldiers  that  appeared,  were  ordered, 
and  actually  went,  to  their  barracks  :  after  which,  having 
been  allured  by  the  Lieutenant  Governor,  and  a  number 
of  the  civil  magiftrates  prefent,  that  every  legal  ftep 
thould  be  taken  to  bring  the  criminals  to  juftice,  they 
gradually  difperfed.  For  foine  time  the  appearance  of 
things  was  difmal.  The  foldiers  outrageous  on  the  one 
hand,  and  the  inhabitants  juftly  incenfed  againft  them  on 
the  other  :  both  parties  feeming  difpoled  to  come  to  action. 
In  this  cafe  the  confequences  would  have  been  terrible  : 
but  by  the  interpofition  of  his  Honor,  fome  of  his  Ma- 
jefly’s  council,  a  number  of  civil  magiftrates,  and  other 
gentlemen  of  weight  and  influence,  who  all  endeavoured 
to  calm  and  pacify  the  people,  and  by  the  two  principal 
officers  interpofing  their  authority  with  regard  to  the  lol- 
diers,  there  was  happily  no  further  bloodfhed  enfued  ;  and 
by  two  o’clock  the  town  was  reftored  to  a  tolerable  date 
of  quiet.  About  that  time,  Capt.  Predon,  and  a  few 
hours  after,  the  party  that  had  fired,  were  committed  to 
fafe  cuftody. 

One  happy  effect  has  arifen  from  this  melancholly  af¬ 
fair,  and  it  is  the  general  voice  ot  the  town  and  province 
it  may  be  a  lading  one. — All  the  troOps  are  removed  from 
the  town.  They  are  quartered  for  the  prefent  in  the  bai- 
racks  at  Caflle-ifland ;  from  whence  it  is  hoped  they  will 
have  a  fipeedy  order  to  remove  entirely  vjut  of  the  province, 
together  with  thofe  perfons  who  were  the  occalion  ol  their 
coniing  hither. 

In  what  manner  this  was  edebled,  it  is  not  foreign  fiom 
the  fubjedt  of  this  Narrative  to  relate. 

The  morning  after  the  madacre,  a  town  meeting  was 
held;  at  which  attended  a  very  great  number  of^  the  liec- 
holders  and  ther  inhabitants  of  the  town.  I  hey  were 
deeply  impreffed  and  affedlcd  by  the  tragedy  of  the  pre¬ 
ceding  nGht,  and  were  unanimoufly  of  opinion,  it  was 
incompatible  with  their  fafety  tnat  the  troops  ihould  re¬ 
main  any  longer  in  the  town.  In  confequcnce  t  eico 
they  choie  a  committee  of  fifteen  gentlemen  to  wait  upon 
his  Honor  the  Lieutenant  Governor  in  Council,  to  requelt 
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of  him  to  ilTuc  his  orders  for  the  immediate  removal  of 
the  troops. 

The  meftage  was  in  thefe  words  : 

£C  i  hat  it  is  the  unanimous  opinion  of  this  meeting, 
that  the  inhabitants  and  foldiery  can  no  longer  live  toge- 
t  hi  i  in  fafety  •  that  nothing  can  rationally  be  expedfed  to 
reftore  the  peace  of  the  town,  and  prevent  further  blood 
and  carnage,  but  the  immediate  removal  of  the  troops  j 
and  that  we  therefore  moft  fervently  pray  his  Hon  r,  that 
his  power  and  influence  may  be  exerted’  for  their  inftant 
removal.” 

His  Honor  s  reply,  which  was  laid  before  the  town  then 
adjourned  to  the  old  fouth  meeting-houfe,  was  as  follows  : 
tc  Gentlemen, 

I  am  extremely  forry  for  the  unhappy  differences  be¬ 
tween  the  inhabitants  and  troops,  and  efpecially  for  the 
action  of  the  laft  evening;  and  I  have  exerted  myfelf  up¬ 
on  that  occafion,  that  a  due  enquiry  may  be  made,  and 
that  the  law  may  have  its  courfe.  I  have  in  council  con- 
1  u  1  ted  with  the  commanding  officers  of  the  two  regiments 
who  are  in  the  town.  They  have  their  orders  from  the 
General  at  New  York.  It  is  not  in  my  power  to  counter¬ 
mand  thole  orders.  T  he  Council  have  defired  that  the 
two  regiments  may  be  removed  to  the  Caftle.  From  the 
particular  concern  which  the  29th  regiment  has  had  in 
your  differences,  Col.  Dalrymple,  who  is  the  command¬ 
ing  officer  of  the  troops,  has  fignified  that  that  regiment 
fhal!  without  delay  be  placed  in  the  barracks  at  the  Caftle, 
until  he  can  fend  to  the  General  and  receive  his  further 
orders  concerning  both  the  regiments,  and  that  the  main- 
guard  lhall  be  removed,  and  the  14th  regiment  fo  difpo- 
led,  and  laid  under  fuch  reftraint,  that  all  occafion  of  fu¬ 
ture  difturbances  may  be  prevented.” 

The  foregoing  reply  having  been  read  and  fully  confi- 
dered  the  queftion  was  put,  Whether  the  report  be  fatis- 
fadlory?  Pafled  in  the  Negative,  only  one  dijjentient  out 
of  upwards  of  4000  voters. 

A  refpe<5Iable  committee  was  then  appointed  to  wait  on 
his  Honor  the  Lieutenant  Governor,  and  inform  him, 

I  hat  it  is  the  unanimous  opinion  of  this  meeting,  that 
the  reply  made  to  a  vote  of  the  inhabitants  prefented  his 
Honor  in  the  morning,  is  by  no  means  fatisfadlory  ;  and 
<hat  nothing  lefs  will  fatisfy,  than  a  total  and  immediate 
femoval  of  all  the  troops.” 


The 


[  25  ] 

The  committee  having  waited  upon  the  Lieutenant  Go¬ 
vernor,  agreeable  to  the  foregoing  vote,  laid  before  the  in¬ 
habitants  the  following  vote  of  Council  received  from  his 
Honor. 

His  Honor  the  Lieutenant  Governor  laid  before  the 
Board  a  vote  of  the  town  of  Bofton,  pafled  this  after¬ 
noon,  and  then  addrefled  the  Board  as  follows ; 

“  Gentlemen  of  the  Council, 

“  I  lay  before  you  a  vote  of  the  town  of  Bofton,  which 
I  have  juft  now  received  from  them,  and  I  now  afk  your 
advice  what  you  judge  neceftary  to  be  done  upon  it.” 

The  Council  thereupon  exprefted  themfelves  to  be  una- 
nimoufly  of  opinion,  ct  that  it  was  abfolutely  neceftary 
for  his  Majefty’s  fervice,  the  good  order  of  the  town,  and 
the  peace  of  the  rovince,  that  the  troops  fhould  be  im¬ 
mediately  removed  out  of  the  town  of  Bofton,  and  there¬ 
upon  advifed  his  Honor  to  communicate  this  advice  of  the 
Council  to  Col.  Dalrymple,  and  to  pray  that  he  would 
order  the  troops  down  to  Caftle-William.” 

The  committee  alfo  informed  the  town,  that  Col.  Dal¬ 
rymple,  after  having  feen  the  vote  of  Council,  faid  to  the 
committee  : 

“  That  he  now  gave  his  word  of  honor  that  he  would 
begin  his  preparations  in  the  morning,  and  that  there 
fhould  be  no  unneceflary  delay  until  the  whole  of  the  two 
regiments  were  removed  to  the  Caftle.” 

Upon  the  above  report  being  read,  the  inhabitants  could 
not  avoid  exprefting  the  high  fatisfaclion  it  afforded 
them. 

After  meafures  were  taken  for  the  fecurity  of  the  town 
in  the  night  by  a  ftrong  military  watch,  the  meeting  was 
diflolved. 


&  IN 
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N  the  concluding  Paragraph  of  the  foregoing  Narrative  it 
X  is  faid,  that  the  Town -Meeting  was  diffolvcd  after  the 
meafures  were  taken  for  the  fecurity  of  the  Town  in  the  night, 
by  a  itrong  military  watch. 

Our  implacable  enemies,  in  purfuance  of  their  plan  of  mifre- 
prefentation,  have  taken  pains  to  mifreprefent  this  moft  neceifary 
raeafure,  by  declaring  it  to  have  been  contrary  to  the  mind  of  the 
Commander  in  Chief,  and  againlt  Law. 

This  matter  will  be  judged  of,  by  hating  the  fad,  and  produ¬ 
cing  the  Law. 

When  the  Committee,  who  had  waited  on  the  Lieutenant  Go¬ 
vernor,  had  reported  to  the  Town,  that  the  Troops  would  be  re¬ 
moved  to  Caftle-Ifland,  (at  which  time  it  was  near  night)  it  was 
thought  neceifary  for  the  fafety  of  the  Town,  and  for  preventing 
a  refeue  of  the  perfons  committed  to  goal  for  firing  upon,  and  kill¬ 
ing  a  number  of  his  Majefty’s  fubjeds,  that  there  fhould  be  a  mi¬ 
litary  watch ;  and  divers  Gentlemen  were  defired  to  take  the  need¬ 
ful  ileps  for  that  purpofe.  It  being  then  night,  it  was  impofiible 
a  regular  notification  fhould  iffue  from  the  officers  of  the  militia : 
a  confiderable  number  of  refpedable  perfons  therefore  offered  them- 
felves  voluntiers,  and  did  the  duty  of  a  military  watch  under  the 
diredion  of  the  Lieutenant-Colonel,  who  attended  that  fervice 
with  the  approbation  of  the  chief  Colonel  of  the  Bohon  regiment. 
The  next  day,  with  two  of  the  Seled-men  of  the  Town,  the 
chief  Colonel  went  to  the  Lieutenant-Governor,  and  they  inform¬ 
ed  him  it  wa^, apprehended  abfolutely  neceflary  for  the  fafety  of 
the  Town,  there  fhould  be  a  military  watch  kept;  and  that  the 
Colonel  then  waited  upon  him  to  receive  his  orders.  The  Lieu¬ 
tenant  Governor  declined  giving  any  orders  concerning  it,  but  faid 
the  Law  was  clear,  that  the  Colonel,  as  chief  officer  of  the  regi¬ 
ment,  might  order  a  military  watch;  and  that  he  might  do  about 
it  as  he  thought  fit.  In  confequence  of  this,  and  knowing  the 
Law  gave  him  fuch  a  power,  the  Colonel  iffued  his  orders  for  that 
purpofe,  and  a  regular  watch  was  kept  the  following  night.  The 
next  day  the  Lieutenanr  Governor  fent  for  the  Colonel,  and  let 
him  know,  that  he  was  in  doubt  about  the  legality  of  the  appoint¬ 
ment  of  the  military  watch:  and  recommended  to  the  Colonel  to 
take  good  advice,  whether  he  had  a  right  by  Law  to  order  fuch  a 
watch. 

This  being  quiet  unexpected,  occafioned  the  Colonel  to  exprefs 
himfelf  with  fome  fervor.  He  alfo  faid,  he  had  already  taken  ad¬ 
vice,  and  had  no  doubt  of  his  own  power ;  but  had  the  preceed- 
ing  day  waited  upon  his  Jflonor  as  Commander  in  Chief  to  receive 
his  orders  :  which  as  his  Honor  had  declined  giving,  and  left  the 
matter  with  himfelf,  he  had  appointed  a  military  watch  :  and 
judged  it  a  neceifary  meafure  to  quiet  the  fears  and  apprehenfions 
of  the  town.  The  interview  ended  with  the  Lieutenant  Gover¬ 
nor’s 
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rior^)  recommending  again,  that  the  Colonel  would  take  care  to 

proceed  according  to  law ;  and  without  his  forbidding  a  military 
watch. 

This  military  watch  was  continued  every  night,  till  Col.  Dal- 
■rymple  had  caufed  the  two  Regiments  under  his  command  to  be 
removed  to  the  barracks  at  Caltle-Ifland.  Turing  the  continuance 
ot  the  watch,  the  Juftices  of  the  Peace  in  their  turns  attended 
every  night  :  and  the  utmoft  order  and  regularity  took  place  thro’ 
the  whole  of  it. 

This  is  the  hate  of  the  fade,  upon  which  every  one  is  left  to 
make  his  own  obfervations. 

Now  for  the  Law  :  with  rcfpefl  to  which  nothing  more  is  ne- 
ceffary  than  juft  to  recite  it.  It  runs  thus,  “  That  there  be  mili¬ 
tary  watches  appointed  and  kept  in  every  town,  at  fuch  times,  in 
fuch  places,  and  in  fuch  numbers,  and  under  fuch  regulation,  as 
the  chief  military  officers  of  each  town  fhall  appoint,  or  as  they 
may  receive  orders  from  the  chief  officer  of  the  regiment.”* — This 
needs  no  comment..  It  clearly  authorizes  the  chief  officer  of  the 
regiment  to  appoint  military  watches.  The  late  military  watch  in 
Bofton  being  founded  on  luch  an  appointment  was  therefore  ac¬ 
cording  to  Law. 


*  Sec  a  Law  of  the  Province  for  regulating  the  Militia,  made  in 
the  5th  year  of  William  and  Mary,  Chap.  7.  Se£L  10. 


L  % 


a  r  r  e  d  1  x 


%  *  r 


[  J 


APPENDIX 


Containing  the  principal  Depofitions  referred 
to  in  the  preceeding  Narrative,  entire; 
and  alfo  the  Jubilance  of  other  Depofitions 
relative  to  the  Subjeft  of  it. 


(No.  i.};  y- 

JOHN  WILME,  teftifies  that  about  ten  days  before  the  late 
maffacre,  Chriftopher  Rumbly  of  the  14th  regiment  was  at 
his  houfe,  and  faid  if  there  jhould  be  any  interruption ,  that  the  gre¬ 
nadiers  company  was  to  march  up  King-Jireet ;  and  that  he  had  been 
in  many  a  battle  ;  and  that  he  did  not  know  but  he  might  be  foon 
in  one  here  ;  and  that  if rhe  was,  he  would  level  his  piece  fo  as  not 
to  mifs  ;  and  that  the  blood  zuould  foon  run  in  the  ft  reels  of  B  oft  on  ; 
and  that  one  Sumner  of  the  fame  regiment  did  fay  that  he  came 
here  to  make  his  fortune  ;  and  that  he  would  as  foon  fight  for  one 
King  as  another  \  and  that  they  would  foon  fweep  the  ftreets  of  Bofton. 

And  that  he  heard  a  foldier’s  wife,  Eleanor  Park  fay,  that  if 
there  fhould  be  any  difturbance  in  the  town  of  Bofton,  and  any  of 
the  people  were  wounded,  file  would  take  a  Hone  in  her  handker¬ 
chief  and  beat  their  brains  out,  and  plunder  the  rebels. 

Suffolk,  ff.  Bofton  March  2 1 ,  1770.  John  Wilme  above-namedy 
after  due  examination ,  made  oath  to  the  Truth  of  the  afore- 
faid  Affidavit ,  taken  to  perpetuate  the  remembrance  of  the 
Thing. 

Before,  John  Ruddock,  and  John  Hill,  Juft.  Peace. 


(No.  2.) 

SARAH  WILME,  teftifies  that  Chriftopher  Rumbly,  and  Sum¬ 
ner  fpoke  the  words  alledged  in  Affidavit  No.  1 . 

Before,  John  Ruddock,  and  John  Tudor,  Juft.  Peace. 


(No.  3.) 

I  DAVID  COCKRAN,  teftify  that  I  went  to  the  houfe  of  Mr. 
Jobg  Wilme  about  ten  days  before  the  late  maffacre,  and  there  I 
found  4  or  5  foldiers,  and  after  iome  time  the  faid  Wilme  told  me 
not  to  be  out  in  the  night  of  fuch  a  day  (though  I  cannot  pofitively 
fay  what  day)  whereupon  I  afkcd  him  what  he  meant,  and  he  told 
me  that  there  would  be  difturbances ,  or  words  to  that  effieft  ;  and  that 
one  of  faid  foldiers  took  me  by  the  arm,  and  faid  the  blood  would  foon 
run  in  the  ftreets  of  Bofton. 

Before,  Iohn  Ruddock,  and  John  Hill,  juft.  Peace. 

No.  4. 
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(No.  4.) 

WILLIAM  NEWHALL,  tellifies  and  fays,  that  on  Thurfclay 
night,  .the  firft  of  March  inftant,  between  the  market  and  Juftice 
Quincey’s  he  met  four  foldiers  of  the  29th  regiment,  all  unarm’d, 
and  that  he  heard  them  lay,  there  zuas  a  great  many  that  would  eat 
their  dinners  on  Monday  nexty  that  Jhouid  not  eat  any  on  Tuefday  . 

Before,  John  Ruddock,  and  John  LIill,  Juft.  Peace. 

(No.  5.) 

I  NICHOLAS  FERITER,  of  lawful  age  teftify,  that  on  Fri¬ 
day  the  fecond  inftant,  about  half  after  1 1  o’clock,  A.  M.  a  fol- 
dier  of  the  29th  regiment  came  to  Mr.  John  Gray’s  rope  walks, 
and  looking  into  one  of  th'e  windows  faid,  By  God  77/  have  fat  is - 
faction  !  with  many  other  oaths ;  at  the  laft  he  faid  he  was  not 
afraid  of  any  one  in  the  ropewalks.  I  ftept  out  of  the  window 
and  fpeedily  knock’d  up  his  heels.  On  falling  his  coat  flew  open, 
and  a  naked  fword  appeared,  which  one  John  Wilfon  following 
me  out  took  from  him,  and  brought  it  into  the  ropewalks.  The 
foldier  then  went  to  Green’s  barrack,  and  in  about  twenty  minutes 
return’d  with  8  or  9  more  foldiers  armed  with  clubs,  and  began 
as  I  was  told  with  three  or  four  men  in  Mr.  Gray’s  warehoufe, 
a/king  them  why  they  had  abuled  the  foldier  aforclaid  ?  Thefe 
men  in  the  warehoufe  palled  the  word  down  the  walk  for  the 
hands  to  come  up,  which  they  did,  and  foon  beat  them  off*.  In 
a  few  minutes  the  foldiers  appeared  again  at  the  fame  place,  re¬ 
inforced  to  the  number  of  30  or  40,  armed  with  dubs  and  cutlaffes, 
and  headed  by  a  tall  negro  drummer  with  a  cutlafs  chained  to  his 
body,  with  which  at  firft  rencounter  I  received  a  cut  on  the  head, 
but  being  immediately  fupported  by  nine  or  ten  more  of  the  rope- 
makers,  armed  with  their  wouldring  fticks,  we  again  beat  them 
off'.  )  And  further  I  fay  not.  NICHOLAS  FERITER. 

Before,  John  Ruddock,  and  John  Hill,  Juft.  Peace. 

(No.  6.) 

I  JEFFREY  RICHARDSON,  of  lawful  age,  teftify  and  fay, 
that  on  Friday  the  fecond  inftant,  about  eleven  o’clock,  A.  M. 
eight  or  ten  foldiers  of  the  29th  regiment,  armed  with  clubs, 
came  to  Mr.  John  Grays  rope-walks,  and  challenged  all  the  rope- 
makers  to  come  out  and  fight  them.— -AW  the  hands  then  prefent  to 
the  number  of  1  3  or  14,  turn’d  out  with  their  wouldring  fticks, 
and  beat  them  off  diredlly.  They  very  fpeedily  returned  to  the 
ropewalk,  reinforced  to  the  number  of  thirty  and  forty,  and  head¬ 
ed  by  a  tall  negro  drummer,  again  challenged  them  out,  which 
the  fame  hands  accepting,  again  beat  them  off  with  confiderable 
bruifes.  And  further  1  lay  not. 

JEFFREY  RICHARDSON. 

Before,  II 1  :  Dana  and  John  Hill,  Juft.  Peace. 


No.  7. 
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(No.  7.) 

JOHN  FISHER,  tefHfi.es  that  on  the  fecond  day  of  March, 
between  eleven  and  twelve  o’clock,  A.  M.  he  faw  about  lix  foldi¬ 
ers  going  towards  Mr.  John  Gray’s  rope-walk,  with  fome  clubs ; 
they  had  not  been  there  long,  before  they  returned  quicker  than 
they  went  and  retreated  into  their  barracks,  and  bro’t  out  the 
light  infantry  company,  with  many  others,  and  went  againlt  the 
rope-makers  again  ;  but  were  foon  beat  off  as  far  as  Green’s-lane, 
the  foldiers  following  and  chafing  many  perfons  they  could  fee 
in  the  lane  with  their  clubs,  and  endeavouring  to  ftrike  them, 
when  a  corporal  came  and  ordered  them  into  the  barracks. — And 
further  faith  that  on  Saturday  the  third  inftant,  he  faw  the  fol¬ 
diers  making  clubs  ;  and  by  what  he  could  underhand  from  their 
converfation,  they  were  determined  to  have  fatisfaft  ion  by  Monday . 

Before  Ri  :  Dana,  and  Sam.  Pemberton,  Juff.  Peace. 


(No.  8.) 

I  JOHN  HILL,  teftify,  that  in  the  forenoon  of  Friday  the 
fecond  of  March  current,  I  was  at  the  houfe  the  corner  of  a  paf- 
facre  way  leading  from  Atkinfon’s-ftreet  to  Mr.  John  Gray’s  rope- 
walks,  near  Green’s  barracks,  when  I  faw  eight  or  ten  foldiers  pafs 
the  window  with  clubs.  I  immediately  went  to  die  door,  and 
found  them  returning  from  the  rope-walks  to  the  barracks.  Whence 
they  again  very  fpeedily  re-appeared,  now  increafed  to  the  num¬ 
ber  of  thirty  or  forty,  armed  with  clubs  and  other  weapons.  In 
this  latter  company  was  a  tall  negro  drummer,  to  whom  I  called, 
you  black  rafeal,  what  have  you  fo  do  with  white  people’s  quar¬ 
rels  ?  He  anfwered,  I  fuppofe  I  may  look  on,  and  went  forward. 
/  went  out  dire  ft  ly  and  commanded  the  peace,  telling  them  I  was  in 
commiffion  ;  but  they  not  regarding  me,  knock'd  down  a  rope-maker  in 
my  prefence,  and  tzuo  or  three  of  them  beating  him  with  clubs ,  I  en¬ 
deavoured  to  relieve  him  ;  but  on  approaching  the  fellozvs  zvho  were 
mauling  him,  one  of  them  with  a  great  club  ftruck  at  me  with  fuch 
violence,  that  had  I  not  happily  avoided  it  might  have  been  fatal  to 
vie.  The  party  lait  mentioned  rufhed  in  towards  the  rope-walks, 
and  attacked  the  rope-makers  nigh  the  tar-kettle,  but  were  foon 
beat  off,  drove  out  of  the  paffage-way  by  which  they  entered,  and 
were  followed  by  the  rope-makers,  whom  I  perfuaded  to  go  back, 
and  they  readily  obeyed.  And  further  I  lay  not. 

JOHN  HILL. 

Before  Ri  1  Dana,  and  John  Ruddock,  Juft.  P>.ace. 


(No.  9.) 

I  JOHN  GRAY,  of  lawful  age,  teftify  and  fay,  that  on  the 
Saturday  preceding  the  inaflaere  on  the  Monday  evening  of  the 
rth  inftant,  Middleton  the  chimney-fweeper  being  at  my  houfe, 
Paid  to  my  maid,  as  fhe  informed  me,  that  he  was  well  acquainted 
with  the  foldiers,  and  they  had  determined  to  have  their  revenge 

of  the  rope-walk  people  being  alarmed  with  this  news,  I  deter- 
r  mined 
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mined  to  fee  Col.  Dalrymple  on  Monday  morning.  At  fabbath 
noon  I  was  furpriz’d  at  hearing  that  Col.  Carr,  and  his  officesr  had 
entered  my  rope-walk,  open’d  the  windows,  doors,  &c.  giving 
out  that  they  were  fearching  for  a  dead  ferjeant  of  their  regiment! 
this  put  me  upon  immediate  waiting  upon  Col.  Dalrymple,  to 
whom  I  related  what  I  underflood  had  palled  at  the  rope-walk 
days  before,  he  replied  it  was  much  the  fame  as  he  had  heard 
from  his  people  ;  but  lays  he,  “  your  man  was  the  aggreffor  in 
affronting  one  of  my  people,  by  afking  him  if  he  wanted  to  work, 
and  then  telling  him  to  clean  his  little-houfe.”  For  this  expreffion 
I  difmifled  my  journeyman  on  the  Monday  morning  following  ; 
and  further  faid,  I  would  do  all  in  my  power  to  prevent  my 
people’s  giving  them  any  affront  in  future.  He  then  affur’d  me, 
he  had,  and  fhouid  do  every  thing  in  his  power  to  keep  his  foldiers 
in  order,  to  prevent  their  any  more  entering  my  inclofure.  Pre- 
fently  after,  Col.  Carr  came  in,  knd  afked  Col!  Dalrymple  what 
they  fhouid  do,  for  they  were  daily  lofing  their  men  ;  that  three 
of  his  grenadiers  palfing  quietly  by  the  rope-walks  were  greatly 
abus’d,  and  one  of  them  fo  much  beat  that  he  would  die.  He 
then  faid  that  he  had  been  fearching  for  a  ferjeant  who  had  been 
murder’d  ;  upon  which,  I  faid,  Yes  Colonel,  I  hear  you  have 
been  fearching  for  him  in  my  rope -walks  ;  and  afked  him,  whe¬ 
ther  that  ferjeant  had  been  in  the  affray  there  on  the  Friday  ;  he 
replied,  no  :  for  he  was  feen  on  the  Saturday.  I  then  afked  him, 
how  he  could  think  of  looking  for  him  in  my  walks  ;  and  that 
had  he  apply’d  to  me,  1  would  have  waited  on  him,  and  opened 
every  apartment  I  had  for  his  fatisfa&ion.  JOHN  GRAY. 

Before  Ri  :  Dana,  and  John  Hill,  Juft.  Peace. 

(No.  io.) 

ARCHIBALD  Me.  NEIL,  jun.  of  lawful  age,  teftifies  and 
fays,  that  on  Saturday  the  third  inftant,  about  half  an  hour  after 
four  in  the  afternoon,  the  deponent  with  two  apprentices  were 
fpinning  at  the  lower  end  of  Mr.  Me.  Neil’s  rope-walk,  three 
ftout  grenadiers,  armed  with  bludgeons,  came  to  them,  and  ad- 
dreffing  the  deponent  faid,  You  damn  d  dogs  den  t  you  deferve  to  Le 
kill'd?  Are  you  jit  to  die?  The  deponent  and  company  being 
quite  unarmed  gave  no  anfwer.  James  Baylcy,  a  fcafaring  young 
man,  coming  up,  faid  to  the  deponent,  See.  Why  did  you  not 
anfwer  ?  One  of  the  grenadiers,  named  Dixfon,  hearing  him, 
came  up  to  Baylcy  and  afked  him  if  he  was  minded  to  vindicate 
the  caufe  ?  Baylcy  alfo  unarmed  did  not  anfwer  till  James  Young 
came  up,  who,  tho’  equally  naked,  faid  to  the  grenadier,  Damn 
it,  I  know  what  a  foldicr  is.  That  grenadier  flood  ftill,  and  the 
other  who  had  threatened  the  deponent  came  up  and  ftruck  at 
him,  which  Young  fended  off  with  his  arms,  and  then  turning 
aimed  a  blow  at  the  deponent,  which  had  it  reached  might  pro¬ 
bably  have  been  fatal.  Patrick  • - — ,  Mr.  Winter  Calef’s 

journeyman,  feeing  the  affray,  went  info  the  tan-houfe,  and 
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bringing  out  two  batts  gave  one  to  a  byftander,  who  together  with 
Patrick  foon  cleared  the  walk  of  them,  and  further  faith  not. 

Before  Ri.  Dana,  and  John  Hill,  Juft.  Peace. 

(No.  1 1 . ) 

MARY  THAYER  teftifies  that  on  the  Sabbath  day  evening, 
the  4th  current,  a  foldier  of  the  20th  named  Charles  Malone, 
came  into  Mr.  Amos  Thayer’s  houle,  brother  to  the  deponent, 
and  fent  a  young  lad  belonging  to  Mr.  Thayer  up  ftairs  to  his 
mailer,  defiring  him  to  come  down  to  him.  Mr.  Thayer  refufed 
to  come  down  or  have  any  thing  to  fay  to  him.  The  deponent 
going  down  on  other  occafton,  faid  Ihe  would  hear  what  the  fol¬ 
dier  had  to  fay.  And  coming  to  the  foldier  told  him  her  brother 
was  engaged.  The  foldier  faid,  your  brother  as  • you  call  him  is  a 
man  I  have  a  very  great  regard  for ,  and  ca?ne  here  to  defire  him  to 
keep  in  the  houfe  and  not  be  out or  there  would  be  a  great  deal  of 
difturbance  and  blood  betzveen  that  time  and  Tuefday  night  at  1 2  d clock. 
He  repeatedly  faid  he  had  a  greater  regard  for  Mr.  Thayer  than 
any  one  in  Bofton,  and  on  that  account  came  to  defire  him  to  keep 
in  the  houfe>  which  if  he  did  there  would  be  no  danger.  After 
repeating  the  above  frequently,  he  even  turned  at  the  door,  and 
faid  my  name  is  Charles  Malone,  your  brother  knows  me  well, 
and  infilled  very  earneftly  that  the  deponent  would  not  negleft  in¬ 
forming  her  brother,  and  further  faith  not.  MARY  THAYER. 

Before  Ri.  Dana,  and  John  Hill,  Juft.  Peace. 

(No.  12.) 

MARY  BRAILSFORD  teftiftes  the  fame  as  Mary  Thayer. 
Before,  Ri.  Dana,  and  John  Hill,  Juft.  Peace. 

(No.  13.) 

ASA  COPELAND  teftiftes  the  fame  as  Mary  Thayer. 

Before,  Ri.  Dana,  and  John  Hill.  Juft.  Peace. 

(No.  14.} 

I  JOHN  BRAILSFORD  tellify,  that  on  Monday  evening  the 
5th  inilant,  I  alked  a  foldier  named  Swan  of  the  29th  regiment, 
what  was  the  reafon  of  their  people’s  going  about  armed  with  clubs 
in  fuch  a  manner,  and  troubling  the  town* s  people.  Swan  told  me 
you  will  fee,  you  had  better  go  home,  and  more  to  the  fame  purpofe. 
When  the  guns  were  fired  I  returned  back  and  alked  Swan  what 
that  could  mean ;  Swan  waving  his  head,  faid  it’s  the  guards,  there 
is  no  (hot  there  :  You  had  better  go  home ,  and  by  all  his  behaviour 
and  difeourfe  he  manifefted  his  full  acquaintance  with  the  whole 
affair,  and  further  faith  not.  JOHN  BRAILSFORD. 

Before,  John  R.uddock,  and  John  Hill,  Juft.  Peace. 

(No.  15.) 

NATHANIEL  NOYES  teftiftes  and  fays,  that  on  laft  Sabbath 
evening,  the  4th  day  of  March  current,  a  little  after  dark,  he  faw 
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five  or  fix  foldiers  of  the  14th  and  29th  regiments,  each  of  them 
with  clubs,  paffing  thro’  Fore-ftreet,  and  heard  them  fay,  that  if 
they  faw  any  of  the  inhabitants  of  this  town  out  in  the  ftreet  after 
nine  o’clock,  they  j wore  by  God ,  they  would  knock  them  down ,  be  they 
who  they  will.  NATH.  NOYES. 

Before,  Ri.  Dana,  and  John  Hill,  Juft.  Peace. 

(No.  16.) 

RICHARD  WARD,  teftifies,  that  on  the  Lord’s-day  evening 
preceding  the  5th  day  of  March,  about  dufk,  he  went  to  fee  one 
Mr.  Dines  (who  is  a  foldier  in  the  29th  regiment,  and  lives  near 
the  barracks  at  New-Bofton  ;  when  your  deponent  was  there,  he 
heard  one  of  the  officers  of  the  faid  29th  regiment  fay  to  the  ferjeants> 
Dont  let  any  of  your  people  go  out  unlefs  there  be  eight  or  ten  together. 

Before,  Ri.  Dana,  and  John  Hill,  Juft.  Peace. 

(No.  17.) 

JANE  USHER  of  lawful  age  teftifies  and  fays,  that  about  nine 
o’clock  in  the  morning  of  Monday  the  5th  day  of  March  current, 
fhc  being  in  the  front  chamber  of  the  houfe  of  John  Scollay,  Efq; 
on  Dock-fquare  ;  from  the  window  faw  two  perfons  in  the  habit 
of  foldiers,  one  of  whom  being  on  horfc  back  appeared  to  be  an 
officer’s  fervant  :  The  perfon  on  the  horfe  firft  fpoke  to  the  other, 
but  what  he  faid  fhe  is  not  able  to  fay,  tho*  the  wfridow  was  open, 
and  fhe  not  more  than  twenty  feet  diftant ;  the  other  replied,  he 
hoped  he  Jhould  fee  blood  enough  fpilt  before  morning. 

Before,  Ri.  Dana,  and  John  Hill,  Juft.  Peace. 

(No.  18.) 

MATTHEW  ADAMS  teftifies,  that  on  Monday  evening  the 
5th.  of  March  inftant,  he  went  to  the  houfe  of  corporal  PerlhaJ, 
of  the  29th  regiment,  near  Quaker-lane,  where  he  faw  the  cor¬ 
poral  and  his  wife,  with  one  of  the  fifers  of  faid  regiment  ;  when 
he  had  got  what  he  went  for,  and  was  coming  away,  the  corporal 
called  him  back,  and  defir ed  him  with  great  earneftnefs  lo  go  home  to 
his  mafters  houfe  as  foon  as  bufnefs  was  over ,  and  not  be  abroad  on  any 
account  that  night  in  particular ,  for  the  foldiers  were  determined  to  be 
revenged  on  the  rope  walk  people ;  and  that  much  mi f chief  would  be 
done  ;  upon  wffiich  the  fifer  (about  18  or  19  years  of  age)  faid  he 
hoped  in  God  they  would  burn  the  town  down  ;  on  this  he  left  the 
houfe,  and  the  faid  corporal  called  after  him  again,  and  begg’d  he 
would  mind  what  he  had  faid  to  him,  and  further  faith  not. 

Before,  John  Ruddock,  and  John  Hill,  Juft.  Peace. 

(No.  19.) 

CALEB  SWAN  teftifies,  that  the  5th  of  March,  1770,  being 
at  Mr.  Sample’s  door,  near  the  North  battery,  at  the  time  of  the 
bells  ringing  for  fire,  he  heard  a  woman  whom  he  knew  to  be  the 
fuppofed  wife  of  one  Montgomery,  a  grenadier  of  the  29th  regi- 
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ment,  lay  it  was  not  fire  ;  the  town  was  too  haughty  and  too 
proud  ;  that  many  of  their  arfes  zuould  be  laid  lozu  before  the  morning* 

Before,  John  Ruddock,  and  John  Hill,  Juft.  Peace. 

(No.  20.) 

MARGARET  SWANSBOROUGH  teftifies,  that  a  free  wo¬ 
man,  named  Black  Peg,  who  has  kept  much  with  the  foldiers,  on 
hearing  the  dilturbance  on  Monday  evening  the  5th  inftant,  laid, 
The  foldiers  zuere  not  to  be  trod  upon  by  the  inhabitants ,  but  zuould 
kuozu  before  morning ,  zuhether  they  or  the  inhabitants  zuere  to  be  maf- 
tens.  Since  which  time,  the  faid  Black  Peg  has  left  the  town,  on 
her  hearing  what  fhe  had  faid  before,  was  given  to  the  committee 
of  enquiry. 

Before,  John  RudFock,  and  Belcher  Noyes,  Juft.  Peace. 

(No.  21.) 

ROBERT  PIERPONT  teftifies,  that  between  the  hours  of  7 
and  8  on  Monday  evening  the  5th  current,  two  foldiers  arm’d, 
one  with  a  broad  fword,  the  other  with  a  club,  paffed  him  near 
the  Hay-mafket,  going  towards  the  town-houfe,  feeming  in  great 
hafte.  In  a  few  minutes  they  returned  and  hallowed  very  loud. 
Colonel.  Before  the  deponent  reached  Mr.  Weft’s  houfe,  where 
he  was  going,  they  palled  him  again,  joined  by  another,  with  a 
blue  furtout,  who  had  a  bayonet,  with  which  he  gave  the  deponent 
a  back-handed  ltroke,  apparently  more  to  affront  than  hurt  him. 
On  complaint  of  this  treatment,  he  faid,  the  deponent  jhould  foon 
hear  znore  of  it,  and  threatened  him  very  hard,  and  further  faith  not. 

Before,  Ri.  Dana,  and  John  Hill,  Juft.  Peace. 

(No.  22.) 

JOHN  BROWN  teftifies,  that  coming  homewards  about  nine 
o’clock  on  Monday  evening  the  5  th  current,  he  fell  in  zuith  Natha¬ 
niel  Bofworth,  and  walking  flowly  together,  a  little  to  the  fouth- 
zuard  of  Liberty-tree  fo  called,  they  met  a  parcel  of  foldiers  about 
fix  or  feven  in  number,  walking  very  faft  into  town,  one  of  the 
foremoft  faid,  damn  you  fand  out  of  the  zuay,  and  itruck  the  depo¬ 
nent  a  blow  on  the  breaft,  which  made  him  ftagger  and  fall  near¬ 
ly  to  the  ground,  tho’  he  had  Jheared  out  of  the  way.  The  fol¬ 
diers  prefled  along  curfing  and  damning,  towards  the  town-houfe, 
with  naked  bayonets  in  their  hands. 

Before,  Ri.  Dana,  and  John  Hill,  Juft.  Peace. 

The  follozuing  Depoftion  Jhould  have  immediately  preceded  No.  5. 

(No.  23.) 

SAMUEL  BOSTWICK,  teftifies  and  fays,  that  on  Friday  the 
2d  inftant,  between  10  and  11  o’clock  in  the  forenoon,  three  fol¬ 
diers  of  the  29th  regiment,  came  up  Mr.  Gray’s  rope-walk,  and 
William  Green,  one  of  the  hands,  fpoke  to  one  of  them,  faying, 

Soldier, 
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Soldier,  will  you  work  ?  The  foldier  replied,  Yes.  Green  faid, 
then  go  and  dean  my  f—  t-houfe.  The  foldier  fvvore  by  the  Holy 
Cxhoii  chat  he  would  have  recompence,  and  tarried  a  good  while 
1  wearing  at  Green,  who  took  no  further  notice  of  him,  and  then 
went  oft,  and  loon  after  returned  to  the  rope-walk  with  a  party  of 
thirty  or  forty  foldiers,  headed  by  a  tall  negro  drummer,  and  chal¬ 
lenged  the  ropemakers  to  come  out.  All  hands  then  prefent,  be- 
ing  about  13  or  14,  turned  out  and  beat  them  off,  confiderably 
bruifed.  And  further  faith  not. 

Before,  Ri.  Dana,  and  John  Hill,  Juft.  Peace. 

(No.  24.) 

\v  I L LIAM  TYLER  teftihes,  that  on  the  evening  of  the  cth 
Cr  March,  a  little  after  nine  o  clock,  coming  up  King-ftreet,  juft 
before  he  got  to  the  Cuitom-houfe,  he  faw  the  centinel  running  af¬ 
ter  a  boy,  and  immediately  heard  him  cry  out  as  tho  in  great  diftrefs. 
He  afked  the  boy  what  was  the  matter,  who  told  him  the  centinel 
had  ft  ruck  him  with  his  gun  and  bayonet ,  becaufe  he  afked  Captain 
Goldfinch  for  fome  money  that  he  owed  him.  The  centinel  faid, 
thai  he  fliould  not  ufc  an  officer  ill  in  the  ftreet.  Soon  after  the 
boy  left  the  centinel  and  went  away,  and  immediately  10  or  12 
loldiers  came  running  up  Silby’s-alley,  crying  out,  where  are  your 
Sons  of  Liberty?  and  went  from  thence  to  Cornhill.  He  further 
teftihes,  that  when  the  above  complaint  was  made  of  the  centincrs 
ftriking  the  barber’s  boy,  there  were  few  people  in  the  ftreet.  He 
jaw  but  five  or  fix  about  them ,  zvho  immediately  difperfed.  He  then 
left  King-ftreet  and  went  up  to  Corn-hill. 

Before,  John  Ruddock,  and  John  Hill,  Juft.  Peace. 

»  I.  r  *  -  *  •  '  I 

(No.  25.) 

HENRY  BASS  of  lawful  age  teftihes  and  fays,  that  going  from 
his  houfe  in  Wintcr-ftreet,  on  Monday  evening  the  5th  of  March, 
to  fee  a  friend  in  the  neighbourhood  of  the  Rev.  Dr.  Cooper’s 
meeting-houfe  ;  that  the  bell  wras  ringing  for  9  o’clock  when  he 
came  out  of  his  houfe,  and  that  he  proceeded  down  the  Main-* 
ftreet,  and  going  near  Draper’s-alley,  leading  to  Murray’s  barracks, 
thro’  which  he  purpofed  to  pafs,  heard  fome  boys  huzzaing,  and 
imagines  that  there  were  fix  or  feven  of  them  and  not  more  ;  and 
prefently  after  he  faw  2  or  3  perfons  in  faid  alley  with  "weapons, 
but  cannot  pofttively  fay  what  they  were. — Soon  after  fcveral  more 
came  into  the  alley  and  made  a  Pally  out,  and  thofe  that  came  out 
were  foldiers,  and  thinks  were  all  grenadiers,  as  they  were  ftout 
men,  and  were  armed  with  large  naked  cutlaffes  ;  they  made  at  every 
body  coming  in  their  way ,  cutting  and  JlaJhing ;  the  faid  deponent 
very  narrowly  efcapcd  receiving  a  cut  from  the  foremoft  of  them, 
who  purfued  him  below  Mr.  Simpfon’s  ftone-fhop,  where  he  made 
a  ftand  ;  prefently  after,  going  up  Cornhill  he  met  an  oyfter  man, 
who  faid  to  the  deponent,  damn  it,  this  is  zuhat  I  got  by  going  up, 
and  Jhezvcd  the  deponent  a  large  cut  he  had  received  from  one  of  the 
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foldiers  with  a  cutlafs  over  his  right  jhoulder  ;  faid  deponent  thinks 
ing  it  not  fafc  but  very  dangerous  for  him  to  go  through  the  alley* 
he  returned  home  by  the  way  of  King-ftreet  through  Royal  Ex¬ 
change-lane,  and  palled  by  the  centinel  at  the  corner  of  the  Cuf- 
tom-houfe ;  and  faid  deponent  further  fays,  that  he  never  faw  fewer 
per  [on  s  in  King-ftreet ,  confide  ring  the  pleafantnefs  of  the  evening ,  and 
verily  believes  there  were  not  twelve  perfons  between  the  Crown  Coffee - 
houfe  and  the  bottom  of  the  Town-houfe  ;  he  imagines  it  to  be  then 
about  i  5  or  20  minutes  after  9  ;  After  faid  deponent  got  to  the 
head  of  the  Town -houfe,  he  met  a  great  many  perfons  who  en¬ 
quired  of  him  about  the  affair  ;  the  faid  deponent  told  them  there 
had  been  an  affray  by  Murray’s  barracks,  but  that  it  was  then 
over,  and  further  this  deponent  faith  not. 

Before,  Ri.  Dana,  and  John  Hill,  Juft.  Peace. 

(No.  26.) 

I  WILLIAM  RHODES,  teftify,  that  on  Tuefday,  March  6, 
1770,  the  morning  after  the  affair  in  King-ftreet,  fome  of  the 
feamen  belonging  to  the  Rofe  man  of  war,  lying  in  the  harbour  of 
Bofton,  came  to  my  fhop,  and  after  my  afking  them  if  they  had 
heard  of  the  affair  that  happened,  they  anfwered  me  yes,  and  that 
all  their  boats  were  fent  on  Jhore  manned ,  and  that  the  mafter  of  the 
ftiip  had  kept  them  up  all  night,  or  the  greateft  part ;  I  then  afked 
them  whether  they  were  kept  to  their  quarters,  they  anfwed  no ; 
I  then  afked  whether  they  had  loaded  their  guns,  they  likewife 
anfwered  no,  but  that  they  had  been  filling  powder ;  fome  time 
after,  I  enquired  of  thefe  fame  people  whether  their  people  when 
they  came  on  fhore  on  Monday  night  5th  March,  were  armed, 
they  told  me  that  the  only  perfon  that  had  any  arms  was  their 
mafter,  who  came  afhore  in  the  barge,  and  that  he  had  only  a  pair 
of  piftols,  and  that  when  they  had  got  on  the  wharf  that  the  faid 
mafter  gave  the  piftols  to  the  Coxfwain  of  the  barge,  and  further 
faid  not. 

Before  John  Ruddock,  and  John  Hill,  Juft.  Peace. 

(No.  27.) 

MARY  RUSSELL,  declares,  that  John  Brailsford,  a  private 
foldier  of  the  14th  regiment,  (when  he  was  ordered  with  his  com¬ 
pany  to  the  caftle,  in  confequence  of  the  murders  committed  by 
the  foldiers  on  the  evening  of  the  5th  of  March)  coming  to  the 
deponent’s  houfe,  declared  that  their  regiment  was  ordered  to  hold 
themf elves  in  readinejs  and  accordingly  was  ready  that  evenitig  upon 
the  inhabitants  firing  on  the  foldiery  to  come  to  the  afftfiance  of  the 
foldiery :  on  which  the  deponent  afked  him  if  he  would  have  fired 
upon  any  of  the  inhabitants  of  this  town,  to  which  he  replied,  yes , 
if  I  had  orders ,  but  that  if  he  faw  Mr.  Ruffell  he  would  have  fired 
wide  of  him— -he  alfo  faid  its  well  there  was  no  gun  fir’d  by  the 
inhabitants,  for  had  there  been,  we  fhould  have  come  to  the 
foldiers  aififtance.  And  further  faid  not. 

Before  John  Ruddock,  and  John  Hill,  Juft.  Peace. 

(No.  28.) 
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(No.  28.) 

I  BENJ.  ANDREWS,  being  defired  by  the  committee  of 
enquiry  to  take  ranges  of  the  holes  made  by'mufquet  balls  in  two 
houfes  near  oppofite  to  the  cuftom-houfe,  find  that  the  bullet-hole 
in  the  entry  door  poll;  of  Mr.  Payne’s  houfe,  and  which  grazed 
the  edge  of  the  door  before  it  entered  the  poll  where  it  lodged, 
two  and  a  half  inches  deep,  ranges  juft  under  the  ftool  of  the 
wefternmoft  lower  chamber  window  of  the  Cuftom-houfe. 

And  that  the  hole  made  by  another  mufquet  ball  through  the 
window  fhutter  of  the  lower  ftorv  of  the  fame  houfe,  and  lodged 
in  the  back  wall  of  the  fliop,  ranges  about  breaft-high  from  the 
ground  and  between  the  fecond  and  third  window  from  the  weft 
corner  of  the  Cuftom-houfe. 

And  that  the  holes  made  in  the  fhop  of  Warden  and  Vernon, 
thro’  the  outer  fhutter  and  back  partition  of  the  fhop,  ranged 
breaft-high  from  the  ground  and  with  the  wefternmoft  fide  of  the 
iirft  window  weft  of  the  greater  door  of  the  Cuftom-houfe. 

Before  John  Ruddock,  and  Belchfr  Noyes,  Juft.  Peace. 

(No.  29.) 

I  ISAAC  PARKER,  teftify,  that  being  at  Mr.  Richard  Salter’s 
houfe  on  the  evening  of  the  fifth  current,  heard  a  great  noifc  in 
the  ftreet,  upon  which  I  went  to  the  entry  door  and  faw  a  great 
number  of  foldiers  in  their  jackets  without  fleeves,  having  naked 
cutlaffes  in  their  hands ,  flourifhing  them  over  their  heads,  one  of 
whom  a  (faulted  me  with  a  naked  cutlafs,  aiming  a  ftroke  at  my 
head,  which  I  happily  avoided  by  a  fudden  retreat  in-doors. 

Before  Ri.  Dana,  and  John  Hill,  Juft.  Peace. 

(No.  30.) 

I  BARTHOLOMEW  KNEELAND  of  Bofton,  merchant, 
teftify,  that  on  Monday  evening  the  5th  inftant,  (being  at  my 
lodgings)  about  fifteen  minutes  after  nine  of  the  clock,  hearing  a 
bell  ring,  which  I  fuppofed  was  for  fire,  went  immediately  to  the 
front  door,  when  I  Jaw  a  number  of  foldiers  with  broad  j words  and 
bayonets  in  the  main  ftreet  near  the  town  pump ,  making  a  great  noife  ; 
one  of  the  faid  foldiers,  when  nearly  oppofite  to  me,  fpake  to 
me  the  following  words,  viz.  Damn  youy  what  do  you  do  there  ? 
get  in  :  To  which  I  made  no  anfwcr  ;  the  fame  foldier  immediately 
croffed  the  gutter ,  and  coming  up  to  me  pointed  his  naked  bayonet  with¬ 
in  fix  inches  of  my  breaft  ;  I  told  him  to  go  along,  and  then  I  re¬ 
tired  into  the  houfe.  In  about  half  an  hours  time  after  the  abow, 
I  heard  a  volley  of  fmall  arms  fired  off  in  King-ftrcet  ;  and  upon 
enquiry  was  told  that  three  men  were  killed  and  one  wounded. 

Before  Ri.  Dana,  and  John  Hill,  Juft.  Peace. 

(No.  31.) 

JEREMIAH  BELKNAP  teftifies,  that  on  the  firft  appearance 

of  the  affray  in  Cornhill  on  Monday  evening  the  5th  inftant,  he 

ran  to  his  door  and  heard  Mr.  William  Merchant  fay,  lie  had  been 
t  (truck 
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ftruck  by  a  foldier,  and  prefently  faw  eight  or  nine  foldiers  come 
out  of  Boylftone’s  ally  into  the  ftreet,  armed  with  clubs  and  cutlajfes . 
The  deponent  went  out  into  the  ftreet  and  deli  red  them  to  retire 
to  their  barracks,  upon  which  one  of  them  with  a  club  in  one  hand 
and  cutlafs  in  the  other,  with  the  latter  made  a  ftroke  at  the  de¬ 
ponent  ;  when  finding  there  was  no  profpett  of  Hopping  them, 
the  deponent  ran  to  the  main  guard,  and  called  for  the  officers  of 
the  guard.  The  reply  was,  there  is  no  officer  here.  Several  of 
the  foldiers  came  out  of  the  guard  houfe,  and  the  deponent  told 
them  if  there  was  not  a  party  fent  down  there  would  be  blood- 
fhed  :  Juft  as  the  deponent  fpoke  thefe  words  he  was  attacked  by 
two  foldiers  zuith  drawn  cutlajfes ,  fuppofed  of  the  party  from  Mur¬ 
ray’s  barracks,  one  at  his  breaft  and  the  other  over  his  head .  One  of 
the  guards  faid,  this  is  an  officer,  meaning  the  deponent,  I  believe 
a  Conftable  ;  on  which  the  two  aftailants  retired  and  put  up  their 
eutlafies,  and  further  faith  not. 

Before  Ri  :  Dana,  and  John  Hill,  Juft.  Peace. 

(No.  32.) 

I  ROBERT  POLLEY  of  lawful  age,  teftify  and  declare,  that 
on  Monday  evening  the  5th  inftant,  as  I  was  going  home  obferved 
about  ten  perfons  Handing  near  Mr.  Taylor’s  door,  after  ftanding 
there  a  fmall  fpace  of  time  I  went  with  them  towards  Boylftone’s 
alley' oppofite  to  Murray’s  barracks  ;  we  met  in  the  alley  about 
eight  or  nine  foldiers ,  fome  of  zvhom  zuere  armed  with  drawn  /words 
and  cutlajfes ,  one  had  a  tongs ,  another  a  Jhovel ,  with  zvhich  they  af- 
fa ulted  us ,  and  gave  us  a  great  deal  of  abufive  language,  we  then 
drove  them  back  to  the  barracks  with  ftiefs  only  ;  we  looked  for 
Hones  or  bricks  but  could  find  none,  the  ground  being  covered  with 
J'now  :  Some  of  the  lads  difperfed,  and  mylelf  with  a  few  others 
were  returning  peaceably  home,  when  we  met  about  nine  or  ten 
other  foldiers  armed  with  a  naked  cutlafs  in  one  hand  and  a  flick  or 
bludgeon  in  the  other.  One  of  them  faid,  “  Where  are  the  fons  of 
bitches  r”  7  hey  flruck  at  feveral perfons  in  the  flreet  and  went  towards 
the  head  of  the  alley.  Two  officers  came  and  endeavoured  to  get 
them  into  the  barracks.  One  of  the  lads  propofed  to  ring  the  bell. 
The  foldiers  went  thro’  the  alley,  and  the  boys  huzza’d  and  faid 
they  were  gone  thro’  Royal  Exchange-lane  into  King-ftreet.  My- 
felf  and  fome  of  the  boys  then  went  into  King-ftreet,  I  faw  two 
or  three  fnow-balls  ftrike  the  fide  of  the  cuftom-houfe,  near  which 
a  centinel  flood.  The  centinel  kept  the  boys  off  with  his  bayonet 
charged  ,breaft-high,  which  he  frequently  pufbed  at  them .  I  then 
faw  eight  or  nine  foldiers  with  a  leader  come  from  the  main  guard 
towards  the  cuftom-houfe,  where  they  drew  up,  three  facing-  up 
the  ftreet  and  three  fronting  the  ftreet.  They  kept  continually  flrik- 
ing  and pufhing  zuith  their  bayonets  at  the  people  who  prefied  towards 
them,  without  offering  any  infult  as  Ifazu.  1  then  went  down  Royal 
Exchange-lane,  when  I  was  in  the  middle  of  the  lane,  I  heard  the 

difeharge. 
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difcharge  of  a  gun,  which  was  immediately  followed  by  about 
feven  others. 

Before  Ri.  Dana,  and  John  Hill,  Juft.  Peace. 

(No.  33) 

SAMUEL  ATWOOD  ol  Welfleet,  teftifies,  that  a  few  mi¬ 
nutes  after  nine  ol  the  clock  on  Monday  evening  laid,  lving  on 
board  a  veftel  in  the  town  dock,  he  heard  a  noife  and  diftur- 
bance  at  the  upper  end  of  Dock  Square,  and  going  up  he  found 
the  foldiers  and  inhabitants  engaged  in  the  narrow  paifes  round 
Murray’s  barracks  fo  called  ;  the  latter  being  moftly  boys  unarmed, 
difperfed,  on  which  ten  or  twelve  foldiers  armed  with  drawn  cut- 
lafl'es,  clubs  and  bayonets,  bolted  out  of  the  alley  into  the  fquare 
and  met  the  deponent,  who  afked  them  if  they  intended  to  mur¬ 
der  people  ?  They  anfwcred ,  yes,  by  God,  root  and  branch,  faying 
here  is  one  of  them ;  with  that  one  ol  them  ftruck  the  deponent 
with  a  club,  which  was  repeated  by  another:  the  deponent  being 
unarm’d  turned  to  go  off,  and  he  received  a  wround  on  the  left 
ihoulder,  which  reached  the  bone,  dilabled  him,  and  gave  him 
much  pain.  Having  gone  a  few  lUps,  the  deponent  met  two 
officers,  and  aiked  them,  Gentlemen,  what  is  the  matter?  They 
a?ijzoered,  you  will  fee  by  and  by  ;  and  as  he  palfed  by  Colonel  Jack- 
fon’s,  he  heard  the  cry,  Turn  out  the  guards. 

Before  Ri.  Dana,  and  John  Hill,  Juft.  Peace. 

(No.  34.) 

CAPTAIN  JAMES  KIRKWOOD  teftifies,  that  about  nine 
of  the  clock  in  the  evening  of  the  filth  day  of  March,  he  w  as 
going  by  Murray’s  barracks,  hearing  a  noife,  ftopt  at  Mr.  Rhoads’s 
door,  oppofite  to  faid  barracks,  where  Laid  Rhoads  was  Handing, 
and  flood  fome  time,  and  law  the  foldiers  coming  out  ol  the 
yard  from  the  barracks,  armed  with  cutlaffes  and  bayonets,  and 
milling  thro’  Boylllone’s-alley  into  Corn-hill.  Two  officers,  viz. 
Lieuts.  Minchin  and  Dickfon  came  out  ol  the  mefs-houfe  and  laid 
to  the  foldiers,  my  lads  come  into  the  barrack  and  don’t  hurt  the 
inhabitants,  and  then  retir’d  into  the  mefs-houle.  Soon  alter  they 
came  to  the  door  again,  and  found  the  foldiers  in  the  yard  ;  and 
diredtly  upon  it,  Enfgn  Mall  came  to  the  gate  ol  the  barrack  yard, 
and  faid  to  the  foldiers,  turn  out,  and  I  will  fund  by  you  !  this  he 
repeated  frequently,  adding,  kill  them!  fiick  them!  knock  them  down, 
run  your  bayonets  thro ’  the?n,  with  a  great  deal  of  language  op  like 
import.  Upon  which  a  great  number  of  foldiers  came  out  ol  the 
barracks,  with  naked  cutlaffes,  headed  by  faid  Mall,  and  went 
thro’  the  aforefaid  alley,  fome  officers  came  and  got  the  foidicis 
into  their  barracks  ;  and  that  Mall  wdtli  his  fword  or  cutlais  dia'\n 
in  his  hand,  as  often  had  them  out  again  ;  but  they  were  at  lait 
drove  into  their  barracks  by  the  aforefaid  Minchin  anti  Dicklon. 

Before  | o h n  Ruddock,  and  }ohn  Hill,  Juft.  Peace. 

(No.  35-) 
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(No.  35.) 

MATTHIAS  KING  teftifies,  that  in  the  evening  of  the  fifth 

day  of  March  inftaot,  about  nine  of  the  clock,  Handing  at  his  own 
door,  a  foldier  came  up  almoft  to  him  and  Mr.  Bartholomew  Knee- 
land  j  and  they  had  but  juft  time  to  fhut  the  door  upon  him, 
otherwife  he  is  well  alfured  they  mud  have  fell  vittims  to  his 
cruelty :  He  afterwards  faw  one  of  the  guards  kneel  and  prefent 
his  piece  with  a  bayonet  fixed,  and  heard  him  fwear  he  would 
tire  upon  a  parcel  of  boys  who  were  then  in  the  ftreet,  but  he  did 
not.  e  further  declares,  that  when  the  body  of  troops  was 
drawn  up  before  the  guard-houfe,  he  heard  an  officer  fay  to  ano¬ 
ther,  that  this  was  fine  work ,  and  jufi  what  he  wanted . 

Before  Ri:  Dana,  and  John  Hill,  Juft.  Peace. 

(No.  36.) 

,  BARTHOLOMEW  BROADERS  teftifies,  that  about  eight 
o  clock  on  Monday  evening  the  5  th  of  March,  he  went  down 
Kmg-ftreet  and  met  twelve  of  the  Town’s  people  with  clubs,  who 
iaid  that  they  had  been  attacked  by  the  foldiers ;  that  foon  after 
Mr.  Green  s  maid  and  his  daughter  afked  him  to  go  to  the  apo- 
thecary  s,  and  they  with  the  deponent  in  going,  met  his  fellow- 
apprentice,  and  they  went  and  ftood  upon  the  cuftom-houfe  fteps, 
and  Mr.  Hammond  Green  came  out,  faying,  come  in  girls ;  then 
the  deponent  and  his  fellow -apprentice ,  by  the  maid’s  invitation, 
went  in  aljo — Soon  after  Sawny  Irving,  fo  called,  came  in  as  he 
tnought  without  a  hat,  Teemed  a  little  angry,  and  he  thinks  afked 
or  a  candle  (the  maid  has  fince  told  him  he  did  afk  for  one)  then 
he  went  thro’  the  room  along  with  Hammond  Green,  the  latter 
returned  into  the  kitchen,  then  he  left  the  houfe  and  went  home ; 
after  which  the  deponent  came  down  King-ftreet,  and  went  thro* 
Quaker-lane,  and  coming  up  the  lane  again,  faw  the  centinel  at 
the  cuftom-houfe  leave  his  poll:  and  come  into  the  middle  of  the 
*r-t  and  fay  to  the  deponent’s  fellow-apprentice,  who  he  thought 
had  faid  fomething  of  an  officer’s  not  paying  his  debts,  let  me  fee 
your  face  ;  the  boy  anfwered,  I  am  not  afhamed  to  fhew  my  face; 
immediately  upon  which  the  centinel  fetched  a  fweeping  ftroke 
with  his  gun  upon  the  fide  of  his  head,  which  made  him  reel  and 
^bout,  and  cry  much.  The  deponent  afked  what  he 
\sas  ftruck  for,  he  anfwered,  for  nothing.  He  then  afked  the 
centinel  what  he  meant  by  thus  abufing  the  people.  He  replied, 
damn  your  blood,  if  you  do  not  get  out  of  the  w*ay,  I  will  give 
you  fomething ;  he  then  fixed  his  bayonet,  and  pulh’d  at 
them,  and  they  both  run — then  one  Richard  Ward,  another  fel¬ 
low-apprentice,  afked  the  one  ftruek,  what  it  was  for,  and  endea¬ 
voured  to  get  his  ftick  to  ftrike  the  centinel,  but  he  told  him  not, 
and  came  away ;  then  he  heard  a  huzza  or  two,  and  as  he  got 
up  Siifby  s  alley,  up  came  a  number  of  grenadiers,  as  he  thought 
aoout  ten,  with  clubs,  cutlaftes,  and  bayonets,  crying  out,  where 
aie  the  damn  d  Yankeys.  He  reply ’d,  what  is  the  matter — they 

an- 
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anfwcr’d,  we  will  let  you  know.— He  then  run  into  his  matter's  en¬ 
try,  and  immediately  after,  heard  the  bells  ring,  and  the  fame  party 
with  a  ferjeant  at  their  head,  came  running  by,  knocking  down  and 
ttaflnng  all  the  town’s  people  they  met  with. — He  then  went 
down  to  King-ftreet,  and  heard  the  people  talking  of  the  abufc 
his  fellow-apprentices  had  received  from  the  centinel,  but  faw  no 

infult  offered,  the  people  being  in  the  middle  of  the  ttreet. _ One 

came  up  with  a  cane,  appeared  a  gentleman,  and  fpoke  to  the 
centinel,  and  then  went  away  ;  then  the  centinel  went  up  the 
tteps  of  the  cuttom-houfe  and  pointed  his  gun  ; — then  he  took 
down  his  gun  and  loaded  it,  while  he  was  loading,  faw  no  abufe 
ottered  him,  or  any  danger  he  was  in.  He  then  went  up  Siifby’s 
alley,  and  when  he  got  to  Mrs.  Euttace’s  ttiop,  heard  a  gun  go  off, 
and  afterwards  feveral  others  in  a  fhort  fpace  of  time  after  one 
another.  Soon  after  he  was  told  that  three  men  were  killed. 
The  deponent  further  faith,  that  on  the  night  abovefaid,  the  fnow 
was  deep,  and  that  when  the  centry  called  for  the  main  guard,  there 
were  not  above  10  or  20  people  near  the  cuttom-houfe. 

Before  Ri  :  Dana,  and  John  Hill,  Juft.  Peace. 

(No.  37.) 

DANIEL  CALF^,  tcftifies,  that  on  the  evening  of  the  fifth 
current,  hearing  the  bbjls  ring,  which  he  took  for  fire,  he  went  out 
into  King-ftreet,  and  feeing  a  number  of  people  (about  one  hundred) 
he  went  up  to  the  cuttom-houfe,  where  were  potted  about  a  dozen 
foldiers  with  an  officer.  That  this  deponent  heard  /aid  officer  order 
the  foldiers  to  fire ,  and  gave  the  Jeeond  word  to  fire  before  they  fired', 
and  upon  the  officers  ordering  the  foldiers  to  fire  the  fecond  time 
this  deponent  ran  off  about  thirty  feet  diftance,  when  turning 
about,  he  faw  one  Caldwell  fall,  and  likewife  a  molatto  man. 

Before  John  Ruddock,  and  John  Hill,  Juft.  Peace. 

(No.  38.) 

I  SAMUEL  CONDON,  teftify,  that  on  the  night  of  the  5th 
inftant  March,  being  on  the  long  wharff,  between  the  hours  of 
9  and  10  o’clock,  and  hearing  the  bells  ring  as  for  fire,  I  ran  up 
Kingftrect,  on  my  coming  nigh  the  town-houfe,  I  faw  a  number 
of  people,  about  30  or  40,  chiefly^  confifting  ofi  boys  and  lads ,  who 
proceeded  down  faid  ttreet  oppofite  the  Cuttom-houfe  ;  the  cen¬ 
tinel  on  their  approach,  placed  himfelf  on  the  cuttom-houfe  tteps, 
and  charged  his  mufket  and  prefented  the  fame  againll  the  body 
of  the  people  who  offered  him  no  infult  or  violence ,  in  a  few 
minutes  after,  a  party  came  down  from  the  main  guard,  confifting 
of  about  eight  foldiers  with  their  guns  ai>d  bavonets  in  a  charged 
potttion,  headed  by  an  officer,  and  potted  themfelves  bv  the  weft 
corner  of  the  Cuttom-houfe,  round  the  centry  box  in  a  half  circle; 
at  this  time  1  flood  near  the  door  of  the  roval  exchange  tavern, 
but  apprehending  danger  as  the  foldiers  flood  with  their  mufkets 
and  bayonets  in  a  charged  or  prefented  pofition,  mo\x:d  from 

thence 
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thence  down  faid  royal  exchange-lane,  and  Hood  nigh  the  well  end 
of  the  CuHom-houfe,  during  this  interim  I  faw  no  violence  offered 
the  foldier sy  in  a  few  minutes  after  having  placed  myfelf  as  afore  - 
faid,  a  mulket  was  fired  by  the  foldier  who  Hood  next  the  corner, 
in  a  few  feconds  after,  another  was  fired,  and  fo  in  fucceflion  till  the 
whole  was  difeharged, to  the  number  of  8  or  thereabouts;  while  the 
mulkets  where  dilcharging  I  walked  down  the  lane,  and  when  the 
firing  ceafed,  I  turned  and  went  up  to  the  head  of  the  lane,  when 
I  law  the  people  carrying  olf  one  dead  perfon,  and  two  more 
laying  lifelcfs  on  the  ground  about  two  mulkets  length  from  the 
laid  foldicrs,  inhumanly  murdered  by  them,  the  blood  then  run¬ 
ning  Irom  them  in  abundance  ;  a  perfon  alked  the  foldier  who 
fired  firll,  the  reafon  lor  his  fo  doing,  the  foldier  anfwered,  damn 
your  bloods  you  boogers ,  1  would  kill  a  thoufand  of  you  !  the  foldiers 
were  then  charging  their  mulkets  again  in  order  for  a  fecond 
difeharge  in  cafe  any  inlult  had  been  offered  them. 

Before,  John  Ruddock,  and  John  Hill,  Juff.  Peace. 

(  39-  ) 

I  NATHANIEL  FOSDICK,  tellify,  that  on  the  night  of  the 
fifth  inllant,  betwixt  the  hours  of  nine  and  ten  o’clock,  hearing 
the  bells  ring  for  fire,  I  ran  towards  the  towm-houfe,  where  I  fawr 
the  people  running  down  KingHreet,  I  followed,  after  I  had  got 
into  Kingllreet  I  made  a  halt,  as  I  llopt  I  w^as  pufhed  behind,  I 
turned  round  and  faw  fome  foldiers  with  their  bayonets  charged, 
which  came  againll  me.  I  alked  them  if  this  was  the  fire  that  is 
cry’d  ;  they  made  no  anfwer.  I  alked  them  wffiat  they  meant  by 
coming  on  me  in  that  manner  ;  their  anfwer  was,  Damn  youy 
fund  out  of  our  way.  I  told  them,  I  would  not  move  for  no  man 
under  the  heavens.  Therefore  they  palled  me,  fome  on  my  right 
and  fome  on  my  left.  I  followed,  they  went  to  the  centry-box, 
and  laced  round  and  formed  in  a  hall-circle.  I  faw  a  number 
of  people  about  twenty  yards  from  the  centry-box.  I  fpoke  out 
and  defired  that  no  dilturbance  might  be  betwixt  the  inhabitants 
and  the  foldiers,  for  if  the  foldiers  were  in  fault,  there  was  their 
officer,  and  he  could  fettle  the  affair  in  one  minute ;  then  I  fpoke 
to  two  men  to  fpeak  to  the  officer  ;  two  or  three  advanced  towards 
the  officer.  I  heard  fome  words  pals,  what  they  were  I  know  not, 

I  turned  round  and  fpoke  to  the  people  to  llep  off  and  let  them 
that  went  to  the  officer  fettle  the  dilpute,  the  people  Handing  Hill, 

/  turned  terwards  the  offeer  and  Jee  him  fall  into  the  regular  circley 
then  I  heard  the  word  Fire,  on  my  left  one  gun  was  fired  off  by 
a  foldier  on  their  right.  Upon  which  I  rufited  in,  then  feeing  the 
firll  foldier  that  fired  run  at  fome  perfons  and  fall  upon  the  ground, 

I  hallowred  to  take  his  gun  from  him,  then  I  received  three  pujhes 
by  their  bayonets ,  two  in  my  left  arm  and  one  in  my  breafty  that  at  my 
breaft  I  f  ruck  of  with  a  Jlicky  and  the  gun  went  off  inf  ant  ly.  Then 
I  drew  back,  and  finding  one  dead,  as  I  thought,  on  my  left  and  one 
on  my  right,  I  run  over  to  quaker-lane,  where  I  fawr  a  number 

of 
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of  people,  defired  them  to  itep  out  and  keep  the  foldiers  from  get¬ 
ting  off ;  from  thence  I  went  over  to  the  other  fide  the  ftreet,  to 
the  lane  near  the  town  watch-houfe,  where  I  defired  the  people  to 
ftep  out,  and  not  to  let  the  foldiers  get  off,  for  I  would  go  home 
and  get  my  gun  and  bring  a  party  againft  them,  which  I  did,  but 
meeting  fome  of  the  inhabitants  returning,  they  told  me  the 
foldiers  were  gone  off  and  affairs  would  be  fettled  to-morrow,  on 
that  I  went  home. 

Before  Ri.  Dan  a,  and  Sam.  Pemberton,  Juft.  Peace. 

(No.  40.) 

JOSEPH  HOOTON,  jun.  teftifies,  that,  between  9  and  10 
o’clock  the  deponent  came  into  Kingftreet  and  ftood  about  the  mid¬ 
dle  of  the  ftreet,  or  nearer  the  cuftom-houfe,  in  the  direction  of 
Quaker  and  Royal  Exchange  lanes,  and  law  about  eight  or  ten 
foldiers  drawn  up  near  the  cuftom-houfe,  and  an  officer  which  he 
fmee  underftands  was  Capt .  P  ref  on,  between  the  foldiers  and  the 
cuftom-houfe.  There  was  much  node  and  huzzaing  among  the 
boys  and  people,  and  fome  of  the  boys  the  deponent  obferved 
drew  near  to  the  foldiers.  In  this  hurry  and  confufton  the  depo¬ 
nent  heard  many  afk  each  other  whether  they  thought  they  would 
Ere?  and  it  was  generally  concluded  they  would  not.  But  in 
about  ft ve  minutes  after  the  deponent  firft  ftood  there,  he  beard  the 
officer  give  the  word  Fire,  they  not  then  firing,  be  again  Jaid  Fire, 
which  they  ftill  difobeying,  be  Jaid  with  a  much  higher  voice ,  damn 
YOU  FIRE,  BE  THE  CONSEQUENCE  WHAT  IT  WILL  \  ScOJl  after 
this  one  of  the  guns  went  offi- — in  a  few  feconds  another ,  and  fo  on,  til! 
fix  or f even  were  dij charged .  Near  the  deponent’s  left  hand  dropt  a 
man,  which  hefince  learns  was  Mr.  James  Caldwell,  on  which  he 
left  the  place,  and  further  faid  not. 

Before  me,  Edm.  Quincy,  Juft.  Peace. 

(No.  41 .) 

I  RICHARD  PALMES  of  Bofton,  teftify,  that  between 
the  hours  of  nine  and  ten  o’clock  of  the  5th  inftant,  I  heard  one 
of  the  bells  ring  which  I  fuppofc  was  occafioned  by  fre,  and 
enquiring  where  the  fire  was,  was  anfwered  that  the  foldiers  were 
abuftng  the  inhabitants',  1  afked  where,  was  firft  anfwered  at  Mur¬ 
ray’s  barracks,  I  went  there  and  fpoke  to  fome  officers  that  were 
Handing  at  the  door,  1  told  them  I  was  furprized  they  luffered  the 
ioldiers  to  go  out  of  the  barrack  after  eight  o’clock  ;  1  was  anfwer¬ 
ed  by  one  of  the  officers,  pray  do  you  mean  to  teacli  us  our  duty  ; 
I  anfwered  J  did  not,  only  to  remind  them  of  it  ;  one  of  them 
laid  you  fee  that  the  foldiers  are  all  in  their  barracks,  and  why  do 
not  you  go  to  your  homes;  Mr.  James  Lamb  and  1  faid,  Gentle¬ 
men  let  us  go  home,  and  were  anfwered  by  fome,  home,  home  ; 
accordingly  I  afked  Mr.  William  Hickling  if  he  was  going  home, 
he  faid  he  was,  1  walked  with  him  as  far  as  the  poll  office,  upon 
my  Hopping  to  talk  with  two  or  three  people,  Mr.  Hickling  left 
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me  ;  I  then  faw  Mr.  Pool  Spear  going  towards  the  town-houfe, 
he  afked  me  if  I  was  going  home,  I  told  him  I  was ;  I  afked  him 
where  he  was  going  that  way,  he  faid  he  was  going  to  his  brother 
David’s.  But  when  I  got  to  the  town -pump,  we  were  told  there 
was  a  rumpus  at  the  cuftom-houfe  door ;  Mr.  Spear  faid  to  me 
you  had  better  not  go,  I  told  him  I  would  go  and  try  to  make  peace  ; 
I  immediately  went  there  and  faw  Capt.  Prefton  at  the  head  of  fix 
or  eight  foldiers  in  a  circular  form,  with  guns  bread  high  and 
bayonets  fixed  ;  the  faid  Captain  flood  almoll  to  the  end  of  their 
guns.  I  went  immediately  to  Capt.  Prefton  (as  foon  as  Mr.  Blifs 
had  le  t  him)  and  afked  him  if  their  guns  were  loaded,  his  anfwer 
was  they  are  loaded  with  powder  and  ball ;  I  then  faid  to  him  I 
hope  you  do  not  intend  they  fhall  fire  upon  the  inhabitants  ;  his 
reply  was,  by  no  means.  When  I  was  afking  him  thefe  queftions 
my  left  hand  was  on  his  right  fhoulder  ;  Mr.  John  Hickling  had 
that  inftant  taken  his  hand  off  my  fhoulder,  and  ftept  to  mv  left, 
then  inftantly  I  faw  a  piece  of  fnow  or  ice  fall  among  the  foldiers, 
on  which  the  foldier  at  the  officer’s  right  hand  ftept  back  and  dif- 
eharged  his  gun ,  at  the  fpace  of  fome  feconds  the  foldier  at  his  left 
fired  next,  and  the  others  one  after  the  other.  After  the  firft  gun 
was  fired,  I  heard  the  wrord  Fire ,  but  who  faid  it  I  know  not  ; 
after  the  firft  gun  was  fired  the  faid  ojfcer  had full  time  to  forbid  the 
other  foldiers  not  to  fre ,  but  1  did  not  hear  him  fpeak  to  them  at  all ; 
then  turning  myfelf  to  the  left  I  faw  one  man  dead,  diftant  about 
fix  feet  ;  I  having  a  flick  in  my  hand  made  a  ftroke  at  the  foldier 
Who  fired,  and  ftruck  the  gun  out  of  his  hand.  I  then  made  a 
ftroke  at  the  officer,  my  right  foot  flipt,  that  brought  me  on  my 
knee,  the  blow  falling  fhort,  he  fays  I  hit  his  arm  ;  when  I  was 
recovering  myfelf  from  the  fall  I  faw  the  loldier  that  fired  the 
firft  gun  endeavouring /£>  pufh  me  through  with  his  bayonet ,  on  which  I 
threw  my  flick  at  his  head,  the  foldier  ftarting  back,  gave  me  op¬ 
portunity  to  jump  from  him  into  exchange-lane,  or  I  mull  been 
inevitably  run  thro’  the  body.  I  looked  back  and  faw  three  perfons 
laying  on  the  ground,  and  perceiving  a  foldier  ftepping  round 
the  corner  as  I  thought  to  fhoot  me,  I  ran  down  Exchange  lane, 
and  fo  up  the  next  into  King-ftreet,  and  followed  Mr.  Gridley 
with  feveral  other  perfons  with  the  body  ot  Capt.  Morton’s  ap¬ 
prentice  up  to  the  prifon  houfe,  and  law  he  had  a  ball  fhot  through 
his  breaft,  at  my  return  I  found  that  the  officer  and  foldiers  were 
gone  to  the  main  guard.  Fo  my  beft  obfervation  there  were  not  feventy 
people  in  King-ftreet  at  the  time  of  their  fringe  and  them  very  feat - 
tering ,  but  in  a  few  minutes  after  the  firing  there  were  upwards  of 
a  thoufand  ;  finding  the  foldiers  were  gone  I  went  up  to  the  main- 
guard  and  faw  there  the  foldiers  were  formed  into  three  divifions, 
the  front  divifion  in  the  pofture  of  platoon  firing,  and  I  expelled 
they  would  fire.  Hearing  that  his  Honor  the  Lieutenant  Gover¬ 
nor  was  going  to  the  Council-chamber,  I  went  there,  his  Honor 
looking  out  of  the  door  defired  the  people  to  hear  him  fpeak  ;  he 
defirea  them  to  go  home  and  he  would  enquire  into  the  affair  in 

the 
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the  morning,  and  that  the  law  fhould  take  its  courfe,  and  I  faid,  I 
will  live  and  die  by  the  law.  A  gentleman  delired  his  Honor  to 
order  the  foldiers  to  their  barracks,  he  anfwered  it  was  not  in  his 
power,  and  that  he  had  no  command  over  the  troops,  and  that  it 
lay  with  Col.  Dalrymple  and  not  writh  him,  but  that  he  wrould 
fend  for  him,  which  after  fome  time  he  did  ;  upon  that  a  gentle¬ 
man  defired  his  Honor  to  look  out  of  the  window  facing  the 
mainguard,  to  fee  the  pofition  the  foldiers  were  in,  ready  to  fire  on 
the  inhabitants ,  which  he  did  after  a  good  deal  of  perfwafi 'on,  and 
called  for  Col.  Carr  and  defired  him  to  order  the  troops  to  their 
barracks  in  the  fame  order  they  wrcrc  in  ;  accordingly  they  were 
ordered  to  fhoulder  their  guns,  and  were  marched  off  by  fome 
officers,  and  further  faith  not. 

Before  Ri.  Dana,  and  John  Hill,  Juft.  Peace. 

(No.  42.) 

I  HENRY  KNOX,  teftify,  that  between  nine  and  ten  o’clock 
P.  M.  the  fifth  inftant,  I  faw  the  centry  at  the  Cuftom-houfe 
charging  his  mufket,  and  a  number  of  young  perfons  crofting  from 
Royal  Exchange  to  Quaker  lane,  feeing  him  load,  ftopt  and  afked 
him  what  he  meant?  and  told  others,  the  centry  was  going  to  fire. 
They  then  huzza’d  and  gathered  round  him  at  about  ten  feet 
diftant.  I  then  advancing  went  up  to  him,  and  the  centry  fnap'd 
his  piece  upon  thetn>  Knox  told  him  if  he  fired  he  died.  The 
centry  anfwered  he  did  not  care,  or  words  to  that  purpofe,  damn¬ 
ing  them  and  faying,  if  they  touched  him,  he  would  fre.  The 
boys  told  him  to  fire  and  be  damned  :  Immediately  on  this  I  re¬ 
turned  to  the  reft  of  the  people  and  endeavoured  ' to  keep  every 
boy  from  going  up,  but  finding  it  incfFc&ual  went  off  thro’  the 
crowd  and  fawr  a  detachment  of  about  eight  or  nine  men  and  a 
corporal  headed  by  Capt.  Prefton.  I  took  Capt.  Prefton  by  the 
coat  and  told  him  for  God’s  fake  to  take  his  men  back  again,  for 
if  they  fired  his  life  muft  anfwcr  for  the  confequence  ;  he  replied 
he  was  fenftble  of  it,  or  knew  what  he  was  about,  or  words  to 
that  purpofe  ;  and  feemed  in  great  haltc  and  much  agitated. 
While  1  was  talking  with  Capt.  Prefton  the  foldiers  of  his  detach¬ 
ment  had  attacked  the  people  with  their  bayonets.  There  was  not  the 
leaft  provocation  given  to  Capt.  Prefton  or  his  party ,  the  backs  of  the 
people  being  towards  them  when  they  were  attacked.  During  the 
time  of  the  attack  I  frequently  heard  the  words  damn  your  blood 
and  fuch  like  expreftions.  When  Capt.  Prefton  faw  his  party  en¬ 
gaged  he  direCtly  left  me,  and  wTcnt  into  the  crowd  and  I  depart¬ 
ed  :  the  deponent  further  fays  that  there  was  not  prefent  in  King - 
ftreet  above  feventy  or  eighty  people  at  the  extent ,  according  to  his 
opinion. 

Before  Ri.  Dana,  and  John  Hill,  Juft.  Peace. 


I  CHARL0T1 E  BOURGATE,  of  lawful  age,  an  indented 
fervant  to  Edward  Man  waring,  Efq;  being  at  my  mailer’s  lodg- 
mgs  at  Mi.  Hudfon  s  at  the  North-end,  on  the  night  of  the  horrid 
malhtere  in  king-ftreet,  of  the  5th  inftant,  heard  the  bells  ring, 
which  I  took  to  be  for  fire,  (about  half  an  hour  before  the  bells 
rung,  my  mailer,  with  one  Mr.  Munro ,  faid  they  would  go  to 
the  cuflom-houfe  and  drink  a  glafs  of  wine)  then  I  went  out,  there 
being  nobody  in  the  houfe  that  I  knew  of  \  but  Mr.  Hudfon  and  wife  1 
then  I  went  up  to  the  cuflom-houfe  door  and  knocked,  when  a 
young  man,  which  I  have  fince  heard,  was  named  Hammond 
Green,  let  me  in ,  and  locked  the  door,  when  I  faw  my  mafler  and 
Mr.  Munroe  come  down  flairs,  and  go  into  a  room,  when  four  or 
nvc  men  went  up  flairs  pulling  and  hauling  me  after  them,  and 
aid,  my  good  boy  come ;  when  I  was  carried  into  the  chamber, 
there  was  but  one  light  in  the  room ,  and  that  in  the  corner  of  the 
chamber,  ^  when  I  faw  a  tall  man  loading  a  gun  (then  I  faw  two 
guns  in  the  room)  my  mafler  not  being  in  the  chamber,  there  was 
a  number  of  gentlemen  in  the  room  :  After  the  gun  was  loaded,  the 
tall  man  gave  it  to  me  to  fire,  and  faid  h would  kill  me  if  I  did 

not \  *  t0^  ^'Im  I  would  not .  He  drawing  a  fword  out  of  his  cane, 
told  me,  if  I  did  not  f re  it,  he  would  run  it  through  my  guts . 
The  man  putting  the  gun  out  of  the  window,  it  being  a  little  open. 
If  red  it  fide  way  up  the  flreet ;  the  tall  man  then  loaded  the  gun 
again.  I  heard  the  balls  go  down.  The  man  then  laid  it  011  the 
window  again,  and  told  me  to  fire  it.  I  told  him  1  would  not  fire 
again;  he  told  me  again,  he  would  run  me  through  the  guts  if  I 
did  not.  Upon  which  I  fired  the  fame  way  up  the  flreet.  After  I 
pied  the  fecond  gun.,  I  faw  my  mafler  in  the  room ;  he  took  a  gun  and 
pointed  it  out  of  the  window ;  I  heard  the  gun  go  off :  Then  a  tall  man  came 
and  clapp’d  me  on  the  fhoulders  above  and  below  flairs,  and  faid  that’s 
my  good  boy,  I’ll  give  you  fome  money  to-morrow.  I  faid,  I  don’t 
want  any  money.  There  being  a  light  in  the  lower  room,  and 
the  door  being  upon  the  jarr,  I  faw  it  was  the  tall  man  that  clapp’d 
me  on  the  fhoulder ;  then  the  young  man,  Hammond  Green,  let  me 
out  of  the  door,  there  being  two  or  three  people  in  the  entry,  when 
I  got  out  of  the  houle,  I  law  a  number  of  people  in  the  ftreets. 
And  1^  ran  home  as  fall  as  I  could,  and  fet  up  all  night  in  my 
mailer’s  kitchen.  And  further  fay,  that  my  mafler  licked  me  the 
next  night  for  telling  Mrs.  Waldron  about  his  firing  out  of  the  Cuf- 
tom-houfi \  And^  for  fear  that  I Jhould  be  licked  again,  I  did  deny  all 
that  1  faid  before  Juilice  Quincy,  which  I  am  very  forry  for. 
And  further  I  fay  not. 

Before  John  Ruddock,  and  John  Hill,  Juft.  Peace. 

(No.  44.) 

GILLAM  BASS  of  lawful  age,  teftifes  and  fays,  that  being 
n  king-ftreet  on  Monday  night  the  5th  inftant,  after  nine  of  the 

clock, 
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clock,  be  Jaw  about  an  hundred  people  gathered  about  the  cufiom- 
houje ,  and  prefently  came  a  party  of  armed  foldiers,  with  bayonets 
fixed,  from  the  main  guard,  keeping  on  the  fouth  fide  of  King- 
ftreet,  till  they  came  nearly  oppofite  the  cuftom-houfc  door,  and 
then  patted  over,  driving  through  the  people  in  fo  rough  a  man¬ 
ner,  that  it  appeared  to  the  deponent  that  they  intended  to  create 
a  difturbance.  They  polled  themfelves  between  the  cuftom- 
houfe  door,  and  the  weft  corner  of  it ;  and  in  a  fezu  minuter  began 
to  fire  upon  the  people .  Two  or  three  of  the  flafhes  fo  high  above 
the  reft,  that  the  deponent  verily  believes  they  mufi  have  come 
from  the  cuftozn-houje  zvindows :  And  further  faith,  that  he  obferved 
no  violence  to  the  foldiers  at  or  before  the  firing ,  or  to  the  cufiom-kouje, 
by  the  people. 

Before  Ri  :  Dana,  and  John  Hill,  Juft.  Peace. 

(No.  45.) 

BENJAMIN  FRIZEL,  of  Pownalborough,  in  the  County  of 
Lincoln,  mariner,  of  lawful  age,  teflifieth  and  faith,  that  in  '  the 
evening  of  the  5th  day  of  March  current,  going  to  Capt.  Jofeph 
Henfhaw  s,  at  the  fouth  part  of  Bofton,  in  his  way  thither,  under 
Liberty  Tree,  exactly  at  eight  o’clock  of  laid  evening,  he  faw 
there  eleven  foldiers,  and  an  officer  met  them,  drefs’d  in  a  blue 
fur  to  ut  ;  upon  his  ipeaking  to  them,  they  appeared  very  fub- 
miffive,  the  officer' ordering  them  to  appear  at  their  refpedive 
places  at  the  time ,  and  if  they  fhould  fee  any  of  the  inhabitants  of 
the  town,  or  any  other  people  not  belonging  to  them,  with  arms, 
clubs,  or  any  other  warlike  weapons,  znore  than  two ,  being  attem- 
bled  together,  to  order  them  to  flop,  and  ajk  them  their  bufinefs ,  and 
where  they  were  going',  if  they  refitted  to  Hop,  or  tell  them  their 
bufinefs  or  feparate  themfelves,  to  fiop  them  with  their  firelocks, 
azid  all  that  Jhall  take  their  part :  after  giving  thefe  orders,  the 
officer  went  off  to  the  northward,  and  the  foldiers  fouthward  • 
,Wi,lich  .the  deE')ncnt  proceeded  about  his  bufinefs  as  far  as 
Wheelers  point,  and  while  there,  the  bell  rang  as  ulual  for  fire, 
and  he  with  others  ran  to  the  town-houfe,  two  engines  being 
there  drawn,  the  men  attending,  left  them  on  the  well-end  of 

*  ,  .toLwn‘hourc»  and  going  with  others  into  King-ftrcet,  were 
flop  d  by  two  ccntinels  of  the  main  guard,  and  forbid  to  pals  on 
their  peril ,  and  J aid  ij  they  did,  they  would  fire  on  them  ;  but  one 
man,  fomewhat  bolder  than  the  reft,  Laid,  as  the  bells  rang  for 
,rc’,  and  all  the  inhabitants  of  the  town  had  good  rivht-  to  pafs 
thro  any  ftreet  or  lane  of  the  town  he  fhould  pais,  and  Ihoulder- 
mg  a  luck  he  had  in  his  hand,  went  forward,  and  was  followed 
by  the  deponent  and  many  others  into  King-ftrcet,  the  deponent 
taking  his  Ration  at  the  weft  corner  of  the  houfe  now  called  the 
cultom-houfe,  and  between  the  corner  and  the  ccntry-box,  where 
handing  about  two  or  three  minutes,  he  faw  fix  or  feven  foldiers 
come  from  the  oppofite  fide  of  the  ftreet,  near  to  the  head  or 
opening  of  royal-cxchange-lane,  where  they  halted,  and  fo  me  of 

them 
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them  fpoke  to  the  centry  at  the  cuftom-houfe  and  faced  about,  ir 
which  pofture  they  flood  about  two  minutes,  and  in  that  time  he 
heard  nothing  faid  to  them,  or  of  them,  by  any  of  the  inhabitants ; 
but  heard  two  or  three  cheers  given  by  the  people,  and  two  or 
three  boatfwain’s  calls  piped,  upon  the  laft  of  which  the  foldiers 
began  their  fire,  the  deponent  ftill  handing  at  the  corner  of  the 
cuftom-houfe,  the  firil  difeharge  being  only  one  gun,  the  next 
of  two  guns,  upon  which  the  deponent  thinks  he  faw  a  man 
humble  ;  the  third  difeharge  was  of  three  guns,  upon  which  he 
thinks  he  faw  two  men  fall,  and  immediately  after  were  dif- 
charg’d  five  guns,  two  of  which  were  by  foldiers  on  his  right 
hand,  the  other  three,  as  appear’d  to  the  deponent,  were  difehargd 
from  the  balcony  or  the  chamber-window  of  the  cuftom-houfe ,  the 
fiafhes  appearing  on  the  left  hand,  and  higher  than  the  right  hand 
flafhes  appeared  to  be,  and  of  which  the  deponent  was  very  fenfi- 
ble,  altho’  his  eyes  were  much  turned  to  the  foldiers  who  were  all 
on  his  right  hand  ;  foon  after  this,  the  deponent  faw  five  men  on 
the  ground,  three  whereof  appeared  to  be  dead,  and  the  other 
two  to  be  ftruggling ;  for  the  fpace  of  two  minutes  following,  all 
a&ion  ceas’d;  after  which  the  general  cry  was,  let  us  pick  up  the 
dead,  and  not  let  the  foldiers  have  them,  and  thereupon  the  de¬ 
ponent  aflifted  in  fupporting  and  Readying  one  who  was  wounded 
till  a  chair  was  brought  to  carry  him  oh. 

Before  John  Ruddock,  and  John  Hill,. Juft.  Peace. 

(No.  46.) 

JEREMIAH  ALLEN,  of  lawful  age,  teftifies  and  fays,  that 
in  the  evening  of  the  fifth  day  of  March  current,  being  at  about 
nine  o’clock  in  the  front  chamber  in  the  houfe  occupied  by  Col. 
Ingerfol  in  King-ftreet,  he  heard  fome  guns  fired,  which  occafion- 
ed  his  going  into  the  balcony  of  the  faid  houfe. — That  when  he 
was  in  the  faid  balcony,  in  company  with  Mr.  William  Molineux, 
jun.  and  John  Simpfon,  he  heard  the  difeharge  of  four  or  five 
guns,  the  flafhes  of  which  appeared  to  be  to  the  weftward  of  the 
centry  box;  and  immediately  after,  he  the  deponent  heard  two  or 
three  more  guns,  and  faw  the  flafhes  thereof  from  out  of  the  houfe 
now  called  the  Cuftom-houfe,  as  they  evidently  appeared  to  him, 
and  which  he  the  faid  deponent  at  the  fame  time  declared  to  the 
aforefaid  Molineux  and  Simplon,  being  then  near  him,  faying  to 
them,  at  the  fame  time  pointing  his  hand  toward  the  Cuftom-houfe , 
there  they  are  out  of  the  Cuftom-houfe . — And  further  the  deponent 
faith  not. 

Before  Ri :  Dana,  and  John  Hill,  Juft.  Peace, 

(No  47.) 

JOSIAH  SIMPSON  teftifieth,  that  on  the  evening  of  the  5th 
of  March  current,  at  about  nine  of  the  clock,  he  heard  a  bell 
ringing  at  the  fouth  part  of  the  town,  which  caufcd  him  to  leave 

his  fhop  to  make  an  enquiry. — Soon  after,  he  heard  that  the  fol¬ 
diers 


[  49  ] 

diers  had  rofe  upon  the  inhabitants ;  that  when  he  had  got  as  far 
as  Faneuil-Hall,  feeing  a  number  of  gentlemen  handing  together, 
the  deponent  made  up  to  them,  and  afkcd  them  what  the  diHur- 
bance  was ;  they  anfwered  him  that  two  young  men  had  been 
abufed  by  the  foldiers — but  the  foldiers  had  now  returned  to  their 
barracks — he  then  proceeded  with  a  number  of  others  up  Royal 
Exchange-lane  :  at  the  head  of  the  lane  fome  of  the  perfons  with 
him  cried  out,  here  is  a  foldier,  and  huzza’d  ;  immediately  the 
foldier  who  was  centry  near  to  the  box  before  the  cuftom-houfe, 
repaired  to  the  cufiom-houfe  door ;  at  which,  with  the  knocker,  the 
ioldier  gave  three  very  hard  Hrokes;  upon  which  fo?ne  perfon  within 
fide,  opened  the  door  and  /poke  to  him  remarkably  Jhort ,  and  then  fhut 
it  again. — The  foldier  then  dire&ly  loaded  his  gun,  knocking  the 
breech  twice  hard  upon  the  Hone  Heps  :  at  the  lame  time  feven 
foldiers  (as  the  deponent  judges)  with  a  commanding  officer,  came 
and  cried  clear  the  way,  as  he  came  along  :  then  forming  them 
into  a  half  circle,  ordered  them  to  load  :  the  deponent  then  made 
up  as  fail  as  he  could  to  the  officer,  and  faid,  for  G  id’s  fake  don’t 
fire  at  the  people,  he  made  him  no  anfwer  :  then  turning  to  the 
inhabitants,  he  the  deponent  expreffed  himfelf  in  the  following 
manner  :  for  God’s  fake  don’t  trouble  thefe  men,  for  they  are 
upon  duty,  and  will  fire  :  turning  about  to  the  foldiers,  he  law 
them  making  up  to  the  inhabitants  with  their  bayonets  fix¬ 
ed,  (about  ten  feet  off)  directing  them  to  Hand  off,  attempt¬ 
ing  to  drive  them  away  with  their  bayonets :  then  lie  with¬ 
drew  himfelf  to  the  other  fide  of  the  way,  where  feeing  a 
man  attempt  to  throw  a  club,  he  begg’d  that  he  would  not  ; 
adding  that  if  he  did,  the  foldiers  would  fire,  and  he  did 
not:  the  deponent  then  Handing  by  Warden  and  Vernon’s  fhop 
on  the  fouth  fide  of  King-Hrect  with  his  back  to  the  foldiers ; 
immediately  after  heard  the  word  prefent  ;  at  which  word  he 
Hooped  down. — A  little  fpace  of  time  enfued,  and  then  he  heard 
the  words,  damn  you  fire ;  the  found  of  which  words  feemed  to 
proceed  from  the  length  of  all  the  foldiers,  and  very  near  to  the 
ccntry  box  ;  upon  this  order  he  judged  two  guns  were  difeharged, 
and  immediately  three  more  ;  one  of  the  two  lall  guns  went  about 
five  or  fix  inches  over  the  deponent’s  back  ;  after  which  he  Hood 
up,  and  another  gun  was  difeharged,  which  wounded  one  Robert 
Patterfon  in  the  arm,  and  the  blood  was  fprinklcd  upon  the  de¬ 
ponent’s  hand  and  waiilcoat  ;  alter  the  firing,  the  deponent  law 
four  perfons  drop:  then  looking  towards  the  foldiers,  the  deponent 
faw  them  making  towards  the  inhabitants  with  their  fix  d  bayonets  ; 
upon  which  he  retired  down  Quakcr-lane,  and  went  round  into 
the  main  Hreet  homewards,  where  he  had  met  a  number  of  peo¬ 
ple  going  up  Royal  Exchange-lane — from  thence  lie  retired 
home. 

Before  Ri  :  Dana,  and  John  Hill,  JuH.  Peace. 

Tfhe  deponent  further  faith,  that  he  is  Jatisfied  there  was  not  more 
than  feventy  or  eighty- people  in  King-fir eet  who  offered  no  violence  to 
the  foldiers  or  to  any  other  perfons ,  nor  threatened  any . 

D 
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(No.  48.) 

GEORGE  COSTER,  of  the  Bay  of  Bulls,  in  the  ifland  of 
Newfoundland,  Manner,  of  lawful  age,  teftifieth  and  faith,  that 
bang  in  Bolton,  about  nine  of  the  clock,  in  the  evening  of  the 
5th  daX  ot  March  current,  he  the  deponent  was  Handing  in  King- 
ftreet,  near  the  middle  of  faid  ftreet,  and  while  there  (landing 
among  a  large  number  of  other  people,  in  about  5  or  6  minutes  af¬ 
ter  he  ltopt,  he  heard  the  word  of  command  given  to  the  foldiers, 
//v,  upon  which  one  gun  was  fired,  which  did  no  execution,  as 
the  deponent  obferv’d.  About  half  a  minute  after  two  guns,  one 
oj  nu lib  killed  one  Samuel  Gray ,  a  rope -maker,  the  other  a  molatto 
man,  between  which  two  men,  the  deponent  flood,  after  this  de¬ 
ponent  heard  the  difeharge  of  four  or  five  guns  ?nore,  by  the  foldiers  ; 
immediately  after  which  the  deponent  heard  the  difeharge  of  two  guns 
or  piftols  from  an  open  window  of  the  middle  ftory  of  the  Cufiom-houfe , 
near  to  the  place  where  the  centry-box  was  placed,  and  being  but  a 
mall  diftance  from  the  window,  he  heard  the  people  from  within 
lpeak  and  laugh,  and  loon  after  he  faw  the  cafement  lower’d  down; 

alter  which  the  deponent  affifted  others  in  carrying  off  one  of  the 
corps. 

Before  Ri  :  Dana,  and  John  Hill,  Juft.  Peace. 

(No.  49.) 

SAMUEL  DROWNE  of  Bofton,  teftifieth,  that  about  nine  of 
the  clock,  of  the  evening  of  the  5  th  day  of  March  current,  Hand¬ 
ing  at  his  own  door  in  Cornhill,  faw  about  14  or  15  foldiers  of 
the  29th  regiment,  who  came  from  Murray’s  barrack,  fome  of 
whom  were  armed  with  naked  cutlaffes,  fwords  or  bayonets,  others 
with  clubs,  fire  Jhovels  or  tongs ,  and  came  upon  the  inhabitants  of  the 
town,  when  (landing  or  walking  in  Cornhill,  and  abufed  fome  and 
violently  afiaulted  others  as  they  met  them,  moft  of  whom  were 
without  fo  much  as  a  flick  in  their  hands  to  defend  themf elves,  as  the 
deponent  very  clearly  could  difeern,  it  being  moon-light,  and 
himfelf  being  one  of  the  affaulted  perfons— All  or  moft  of  the 
laid  foldiers  he  faw  go  into  King-ftreet,  and  there  followed  them, 
and  loon  difeovered  them  to  be.  quarrelling  and  fighting  with  the 
people  whom  they  faw  there,  which  the  deponent  thinks  were  not 
more  than  a  dozen,  when  the  foldiers  came  there  firft,  armed  as 
aforefaid.  Of  thofe  dozen  people,  the  moft  of  them  were  gentlemen, 
Jlan ding  together  a  little  belozv  the  town-houfe  upon  the  exchange .  At 
the  appearance  of  thofe  foldiers  fo  arm’d,  the  moft  of  the"  twelve 

perfons  went  off,  fome  of  them  being  affaulted. - After  which 

the  faid  foldiers  were  obferv’d  by  the  deponent,  to  go  towards  the 
main-guard,  from  whence  were  at  the  fame  time  iffuing  and  coming 
into  King-ftreet,  five  foldiers  of  faid  guard,  and  a  corporal,  arm’d 
with  a  firelocks,  who  called  out  to  the  fore -mention’d  foldiers, 
arm  u  with  ^cutlaffes,  isc.  and  faid  to  them  go  away,  on  which 
dhper?  d  and  went  out  of  King-ftreet,  fome  one  wav,  and 
lome  another— -by  this  time  were  coiledled  together  in  King-ftreet, 

about 
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shout  two  hundred  people,  and  then  the  deponent  flood  up¬ 
on  the  fteps  of  the  exchange  tavern,  being  the  next  houfe 
to  the  cuftom -houfe  ;  and  foon  after  faw  Capt.  P  reft  on,  whom 
we  well  knew ,  with  a  number  of  foldiers  arm’d  with  firelocks 
drawn  up  near  the  weft  corner  of  the  cuftom -houfe  j  and 
at  that  infant  the  deponent  thinks  fo  great  a  part  of  the  peo¬ 
ple  were  difpers’d  at  the  fight  of  the  armed  foldiers,  as  that 
not  more  than  twenty  or  thirty  remained  in  King-ftreet  ft  thofc  who 
did  remain,  being  moftly  failors  and  other  perfons  meanly  drefs’d, 
call  d  out  to  the  arm’d  foldiers  and  dared  them  to  fire,  upon  which 
the  deponent  heard  Capt.  Prefton  fay  to  the  foldiers ,  Damn  your 
bloods  f  why  don't  you  ft  re  ?  the  foldiers  not  regarding  thole  words 
oi  their  captain,  he  immediatiately  faid  Fire.  Upon  which 
th ty  fired  irregularly,  pointing  their  guns  varioufly  in  a  part  of  a 
circle  as  they  flood  :  during  the  time  of  the  foldiers  firing,  the 
deponent  faw  the  flaftjes  of  tzuo  guns  fired  from  the  cuftom -houfe,  one  of 
which  was  out  of  a  zvindozu  of  the  chamber,  zccftzuard  of  the  balcony, 
and  the  other  from  the  balcony,  the  gun  which  he  clearly  difeerned  being 
pointed  thro  the  ballifters,  and  the  perfon  zuho  held  the  gun  in  a  ftoop- 
mg  poftui  e,  zvithdrazo  himfelf  into  the  houfe,  having  a  handkerchief 
or  Jome  kind  oft  cloth  over  his  face.  After  this  the  deponent  alii  lied 
m  carrying  oft  the  dead  and  wounded,  as  foon  as  the  foldiers  would 
permit  the  people  lo  to  do,  for  at  firft  they  were  cruel  enough  to 
obftruft  the  carrying  them  off. 

Before  Ri  :  Dana,  and  John  Hill,  Juft.  Peace. 

(No.  50.) 

CATO,  a  Negro  Man,  fervant  to  Tuthil  Hubbart,  Efq;  tefti- 
fies,  that  on  Monday  evening,  the  5th  of  March  current,  on  the 
cry  of  fire,  lie  ran  into  King-ftreet,  where  he  faw  a  number  of 
people  affembled  before  the  cuftom-houfc  ;  that  he  ftood  near  the 
centry-box,  and  faw  the  foldiers  fire  on  the  people,  who  ftood  in 
the  middle  of  faid  ftreet,  diredly  after  which  he  faw  two  flalhcs 
of  guns,  one  quick  upon  the  other  from  the  chamber  window  of 
the  cuftom-houfc  ;  and  that  after  the  firing  was  all  over,  while  the 
people  were  carrying  away  the  dead  and  wounded,  he  faze  the 
cuftom-houfe  door  opened ,  and  fever al  foldiers  (one  of  whom  had  a  cut- 
lafs )  go  into  the  cuftom-houfc  and  flout  the  door  after  them,  that  before 
the  foldiers  fired  he  heard  a  voice  faying,  damn  you,  why  don't  you 
fire,  but  did  not  fee  who  it  was. 

Before  Ri  .  Dana,  and  John  Hill,  Juft.  Peace. 

('No.  51.) 

*  Dr own  fays  there  were  collected  together  in  King-ftreet  about 

two  hundred  perfons,  and  that  at  the  fight  of  the  armed  foldiers, 

they  fo  ftar  difperfed,  as  that  not  more  than  twenty  or  thirty  re¬ 
mained  in  King-ftreet . 

Phis  circumftance  accounts  for  the  diver  fit y  in  feme  of  the  depofttions, 
zuith  regard  to  the  number  of  perfons  in  King-ftreet  about  that 
time:  Juch  depofttions  probably  referring  to  different  moments.— 
Moments ,  becaufe  the  whole  difturbance  in  King-ftreet,  from  its 
beginning  to  the  firing ,  continued  but  a  ftcort  Jp'ace  of  time . 
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(No.  51.) 

DANIEL  USHER  teftifies,  that  coming  into  King-Erect, 
about  half  after  nine  o’clock  on  Monday  evening  the  firft  current, 
he  faw  fcveral  perfons,  moftly  young  folks,  gathered  between  the 
town-houfe  and  the  coffee-houfe,  fome  of  whom  were  talking  to 
the  centinel  at  the  commiffioners  or  cuftom-houfe  ;  after  fome  time 
the  boys  at  a  diftance  began  to  throw  light  fnow-balls  at  him, 
which  he  feemed  much  enraged  at,  and  went  on  to  the  cuftom- 
houfe  heps,  where  he  appeared  to  have  charged  his  gun,  giving  it 
a  heavy  ftamp  upon  the  door-ftep,  as  if  to  force  down  the  lead, 
and  then  fwore  to  the  boys  if  they  came  near  him  he  would  blow 
their  brains  out.  About  ten  minutes  after  this,  the  deponent  faw 
Capt.  Prefton  leading [even  or  eight  men  from  towards  the  town-houfe , 
and  placed  them  between  the  cuftom-houfe  door  and  the  centinel  box. 
About  four  or  five  minutes  after  they  were  potted,  the  fnow-balls 
now  and  then  coming  towards  the  foldiers,  the  Captain  command¬ 
ed  them  to  fire.  Upon  this  one  gnn  quickly  went  o  ff \  and  after¬ 
wards  hejaid  fire  by  all  means!  others  fucceeding,  and  the 
deponent  being  utterly  unarm’d,  to  avoid  further  danger,  went  up 
round  the  town-houfe  till  the  fray  was  over.  And  further  faith  not. 

Before  Ri  :  Dana,  and  John  Hill,  Juft.  Peace. 

(No.  52.) 

I  JOHN  HICKLING  tettify,  that  on  Monday  the  5  th  day  of 
March  1770,  in  the  evening  between  the  hours  of  nine  and  ten 
o’clock,  I  heard  a  noife  and  the  cry  of  fire  in  King-ftreet,  and 
immediately  proceeding  to  the  place  I  faw  eight  or  nine  foldiers  with 
fixed  bayonets  charged  breaft-high,  Handing  in  a  circular  manner 
at  the  corner  of  the  cuftom-houfe,  and  an  officer  Handing  before 
them  at  the  end  of  the  bayonets  between  the  foldiers  and  the  in¬ 
habitants.  I  faw  but  a  few  fattening  people ,  fuppofed  to  be  about 
thirty  in  the  Jircet  before  them  at  that  time ,  and  therefore  was  at  a 
lofs  for  the  reafon  of  fuch  an  appearance  ;  going  up  to  the  officer, 
I  found  a  young  man  named  Blils,  talking  with  him,  I  inquired 
his  name  of  Blifs,  who  informed  me  that  it  w^as  Prefton.  At  that 
inftant  Mr.  Richard  Palmer  came  up  and  alked  the  officer  if  he 
intended  to  fire  upon  the  people  ?  he  anfwered  by  no  means  ; 
Palmer  affied  if  the  guns  were  loaded  ?  Prefton  anfwered  in  the 
affirmative.  Palmer  further  alked,  with  powder  and  bad  ?  Prefton 
anfwered  they  were.  Phe  foldiers  during  this  converfation  alfumed 
different  poitures,  jhoving  their  bayonets  frequently  at  the  people ,  one 
jn  particular  puftoing  againft  my  fide ,  fwore  he  would  run  me  thro ,  I 
laid  hold  of  his  bayonet,  and  told  him,  that  no  body  was  going  to 
meddle  with  them.  Not  more  than  ten  leconds  after  this,  I  law 
fomething  white,  refembling  a  piece  of  fnow  or  ice  fall  among 
the  foldiers,  which  knock’d  the  end  of  a  firelock  to  the  ground. 
At  that  inftant  the  word fire  was  given,  but  by  whom,  I  know  not  j 
but  concluded  it  did  not  come  from  the  officer  aforefaid,  as  I  was 
within  a  yard  of  him,  and  mutt  have  heard  him,  had  he  fpoke  it, 
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hit  am  fiat  is  fed [aid Prefion  did  not  forbid  them  to  fire,  l  inftantly  leap’d 
within  the  ioldier’s  bayonet  as  I  heard  him  cock  his  gun,  which  that 
moment  went  off,  between  Mr.  Palmes  and  my  felt,  I,  thinking 
there  was  nothing  but  powder  fired,  flood  Ail],  till  upon  the  other 
fide  of  Mr.  Palmes  and  clofe  to  him,  1  faw  another  gun  fired ,  and 
the  man  flnee  called  Attucks  fall.  I  then  withdrew  about  two 
or  three  yards,  and  turning,  faw  Mr.  Palmes  upon  his  knee,  and 
the  foldiers  puffing  at  him  with  their  bayonets.  During  this  the 
refl  of  the  guns  were  fired,  one  alter  another,  when  I  faw  two 
men  fall,  I  ran  to  one,  and  feeing  the  blood  guff  out  of  his  head, 
tho’  juft  expiring,  I  felt  for  the  wound,  and  found  a  hole  as  big 
as  my  hand.  This  I  have  fince  learned,  was  Mr.  Gray.  I  then 
went  to  Attucks,  and  found  him  gafping,  pulled  his  head  out  of 
the  gutter,  and  left  him  ;  I  returned  to  the  foldiers,  and  afked 
them  what  they  thought  of  themfelves  and  whether  they  did  not 
deferve  to  be  cut  to  pieces,  to  lav  men  wallowing  in  their  blood 
in  fuch  a  manner,  they  anfwefd ,  God  damn  them ,  they  jhould  have 
food  out  of  our  way.  The  foldiers  were  then  loading  their  mufk- 
ets,  and  told  me  upon  my  peril  not  to  come  any  nearer  to  them. 
I further  declare  I  heard  no  other  affront  given  them ,  than  the  huz¬ 
zaing  and  whif ling  of  boys' in  theflreet. 

Before  Ri  :  Dana,  and  John  Lill,  Juft.  Peac. 

(No.  53.) 

MARY  GARDNER,  living  in  Atkinfon-ftreet,  teftifies,  that 
on  Monday  evening  the  fifth  day  of  March  current,  and  before 
the  guns  fired  in  King-ilrcet,  there  were  a  number  of  foldiers  af- 
feinbled  from  Green’s  barrack  towards  the  ftreet  and  oppolite  her 
gate,  that  they  flood  very  Hill  until  the  guns  were  fired  in  King- 
ftreet,  then  they  clapped  their  hands  and  gave  a  cheer,  faying, 
this  is  all  that  we  want ,  thev  then  ran  to  their  barrack  and  came 
out  again  in  a  few  minutes,  all  with  their  arms,  and  ran  towards 
King-ftreet. 

Before  Ri.  Dana,  and  John  Hill,  Jufl.  Peace. 

(No.  54.) 

I  THOMAS  GREENWOOD,  teftify,  that  on  Monday  the 
5th  inflant,  I  was  alarmed  by  the  bells  ringing  and  people’s  crying 
fire,  upon  which  I  turned  out  and  helped  Mr.  Wheeler’s  engine  as 
far  as  the  Old  South  meeting  houfe,  we  met  feveral  people  who 
told  us  it  was  not  fire,  but  it  was  the  foldiers  and  inhabitants,  fighting 
in  King-freet  and  defined  them  to  go  back  and  and  get  their  arms ,  upon 
hearing  this,  I  haflened  down  to  King-flreet  and  coming  near  the 
weft  door  of  the  town-houfe,  I  fell  in  with  a  number  of  people,  moil 
of  them  that  I  faw  had  flicks  and  clubs  in  their  hands  and  huzza’d, 
after  that  we  went  round  the  north  fide  of  the  town-houfe,  and 
flood  between  the  eaft  flops  of  the  town-houfe  and  whipping-polt, 
J  heard  a  number  of  people  fpeaking,  and  one  perfon  in  particular 
(poke  to  the  two  centinels,  who  were  walking  up  and  down  the 

ilrcct 
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ftrcct  on  the  fide  of  the  town-houfc,  nf.ng  thefe  words  *,  eome  out 
mJfybt  us  ,/  you  dare,  calling  them  Damned  bloody-backrafcals  and 
fcoundreh  to  come  out  and  fight  them,  if  they  dared,  we  are  enough 
or  you  now,  but  I  do  not  know  whether  the  above  per/on  belonged  to 

the  rnlf  ’  1  r°Und  and  finv  about  twcnty  people  before 

the  cuitom-houfe  door,  upon  which  1  went  down  to  the  cuftom- 

Jmulc,  1  then  heard  two  or  three  perfons  ufe  thefe  words,  one 

alter  another,  f  Iwjjb  /  could  get  into  the  Citfiom-houfe,  I  would  make 

tL  money  circulate  among/ us,  after  that  I  went  up  to  the  cuftom- 

hou  e  door  and  law  z  or  3  fnow  balls  fall  on  the  flat  (tones  near 

the  kps  ol  the  door  ;  i  knocked  and  Mr.  Hammond  Green  came 

to  the  door,  while  I  was  fpeaking  to  the  centry,  who  flood  upon 

the  Heps,  1  told  him  not  to  let  any  body  come  into  the  door  and 

no  perfon  offered  to  come  in  ;  the  faid  Green  afked  who  was 

"UC  Ianhvered  ns  T  horn  as,  let  me  in  Hammond,  when  I  got 

n,  the  laid  Green  laid  to  me  if  I  wanted  to  fee  any  thing,  go  up 

flams,  I  went  into  the  back  room  and  got  the  key  of  the  Vie 

drawing-room  being  the  lower  weft  corner  chamber,  and  went 

tip  flairs,  and  Elizabeth  Avery,  Mary  Rogers  and  Ann  Green 

followed  me  into  the  room  ;  we  all  looked  thro’  the  glafs,  I  faw 

lo.ne  perfons  (banding  by  the  centry-box  ftriking  with  flicks,  but 

dia  not  fie  them  hit  any  body,  tho'  a  number  of  perfons  were  clofi  by 

tje/n;  1  told  the  women  above  mentioned  that  I  would  not  (lav 

for  I  was  afraid  that  the  houfe  would  be  pulled  down,  there  bein'! 

about  forty  or  fifty  perfins  confifiivg  of  men  and  boys-,  I  faw  no  per  - 

_  fin 


*  k  mfy  not  be  improper  to  remark  here,  that  the  deponent, 
J  nomas  Greenwood,  is  a  hired  fervant  to  the  Conuniflioners,  on 
w.iom  he  is  altogether  dependent,  and  when  before  the  luftices, 
he  was  fevcral  times  detefbed  in  plain  fallhoods  ;  particularly  in 
wearing  firll  that  the  number  of  perfons  who  called  the  foldiers 
bloody  back  rafeals,”  &c.  was  nine,  then  feven,  and  finally  but 
one,  as  it  now  (lands  ;  and  through  the  whole  of  his  examination 
he  was  lo  inconfiftent  and  fo  frequently  contradifted  himfelf 
that  all  prefent  were  convinced  no  credit  ought  to  be  given  to  his 
oepontion,  for  which  reafon  it  would  not  have  been  inferted  had 
it  not  been  known  that  adepolition  was  taken  relating  to  this  affair, 

from  this  Greenwood,  •  by  Jnltice  Murray,  and  carried  home  by 
Mr.  Robmfon.  ’ 

i  As  this  deponent  is  the  only  perfon  out  of  a  great  number  of 
v  itnefles  examined,  who  heard  any  mention  made  of  the  Cullom- 
houfe,  and  as  it  is  very  uncommon  for  ieveral  people  to  repeat 
exaftly  the  fame  words  upon  fuch  occafions  (for  the  deponent  in¬ 
filled  that  the  identical  words  were  tiled  by  each  perfon)  confider- 
mg  t  e  chai  after  and  conneftions  of  the  deponent,  and  his  own 
exprels  dcclaiation  in  this  affidavit,  that  he  faw  no  perfon  attempt 
even  to  break  a  fquare  of  glafs  or  to  get  into  the  Cuftom-houfe, 

it  may  very  juflly  be  doubted  whether  fuch  words  were  ufed  bv 
any  one. 
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fin  throw  any  ft  ones  or  attempt  to  break  even  a  fauare  of  Ms,  or  ret 
into  the  houje  ( the  next  morning  I  found  there  was  not  a  pane  of  Ja/i 
broke  in  the  find  houje.)  Afterwards,  1  went  down  flairs  and  met 
Hammond  Green  in  the  middle  room  ;  lie  afked  me  where  I  was 
going,  1  toid  lum,  I  was  going  out,  upon  which  I  went  into  the 
kitchen  and  took  my  hat  and  went  lnto-the  yard,  got  upon  the  wood 
pile  and  went  to  the  fence  ;  John  Green  being  by  the  gate  afked 
me  to  open  the  gate  and  let  him  in,  I  told  him  I  would  not  open 
t  te  gate  for  any  body,  one  perfon  palling  by,  laid  to  me,  heave  over 
iome  fhalales,  I  jumped  off  the  fence  into  royal  exchange-lane 
went  down  the  lane  with  John  Green,  and  went  round  by  the’ 
poll-office  to  the  mam-guard  ;  I  told  one  of  the  foldiers  if  they 
did  not  go  down  to  the  centry  at  the  Cullom-houfe,  *  I  was  afraid 
they  would  hurt  him ,  tho'  1  hadnotfeen  any  perfon  infult  him,  Lie- 
body  faid  they  were  gone  ;  I  flood  with  John  Green  near  the 
guard-houfe,  faw  the  guns  go  off  and  heard  the  report ;  afterwards 
1  heardaPef” f“h  which  Itooktobeafildier,  that',  right,  damn 
them,  kill  them  all,  they  have  no  bu/inefs  there,  and  from  thence  1 
went  to  the  houfe  of  Mr.  Burch,  one  of  the  Commiliioncrs 

W  andWMMr'RBllrCh  ^  Wife’  Mr'  PaXton  an°thcr  Commif- 
Jioner,  and  Mr.  Reeves  fecretary  to  the  Board:  one  of  the 

Commiliioncrs  afked  me  what  was  the  matter,  1  told  him  the 

$  had  5r?d  Up0n  the  ‘"habitants  and  had  killed  two  or  three 
and  wounded  feme  more,  upon  which  Mr.  Reeves  faid,  God  bids  > 
my  foul  and  then  went  into  the  other  room.  I  left  Mr  Burch’s 

there  all '  night  •  /  f  barracfcs  at  Wheelwright’s  Wharf,  and  Raid 
out  for  he'’r{fWjil foldiers. fay  they  wijhed  they  were  let 

’  .  -f  ,  were,  there  Jhould  not  be  many  people  alive  in  the 

then\g>  f'hC  'Vhi°  C  °f  the  '4‘h  r°g'mcnt  being  under  arms  and 

[LtLght!  6  Went  t0  thC  m3in  gUard  h°"'  ^  a  o’clock 

Before  John  Ruddock,  and  John  Hill,  Juft.  Pcace. 

IV  T?  .i,  r  i  r  m  B  O  S  T  O  N,  the  izd \  March  1770 

for  L  counly  Sff  ffT  °f.hi'S  Jl,lticcsof  the  Peace 

foldiers  m  ^mmander  of  the 

cufloms,  and  Bar’tholon  w  "  hc5d  oFZ'f  ^°r  -°f  ^ 

Cuifom-houfe  m  Bo, Ion,  were  dulyVotffitdt  attend'Sca’pti^I 

foldiers  h  Bulb  n"t  t0UchinS  the  Maffacre  by  the 

Oldiers  in  Bolton,  taken  before  us  on  the  .6th,  ,7th,  and  .gti.Lys 

• _ _ _ __  of 

fon*  ^w;iTcSof’ 

ets  s  tr^n  "v  f  ^ 

motives  of  his  applkatL  m  *ut  Pr°babiy  the  true 

to  be  made  public,  1C  main'Suar‘i  "'cre  not  of  a  nature 


•£io& 
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of  March  current ;  and  that  the  faid  William  Sheaffe  an'd  Bartho¬ 
lomew  Green  attended  accordingly,  on  the  i6tii  oi  March,  artd 
crols-examined  as  manv  of  the  deponents  as  they  thought  fit  and 
lone  as  they  plea  fed,  but  declined  giving  any  further  atten- 

f  y  1  RL  DANA, 

dan  .  •  "  JOHN  HILL. 

Suffolk  IT.  Bofton,  March  30,  1770 

W’E  do  hereby  Certify,  That  the  feveral  Copies  contained 
in  the  annexed  printed  Collection  of  Afiidavits,  taken 
before  us  in  perpetunm ,  &c.  have  been  carefully  compared  by  us 

with  the  Originals,  and  agree  therewith. 

Ri.  Dana.  John  Tudor. 

|ohn  Hill.  Belcher  Noves. 

Sam.  Pemberton.  And, 

John  Ruddock,  Edm.  Quincy. 

Juftices  of  the  Peace,  and  of  the  Quorum. 


(SEAL.) 
T.  Hutchinfon. 


By  the  Honorable  Thomas  Hutchinson,  Efp 
Lieutenant-Governor  and  Commander  in  Chief  in 
and  over  his  Majefty’s  Province  of  Maflachuiets- 
Bay  in  New-England. 


I  Do  hereby  Certify  that  Richard  Dana  and  John  Ruddock ,  Elqrs. 

are  two  of  his  Majefty’s  Juftices  of  the  Peace  and  of  the 
Quorum  for  the  County  of  Suffolk,  within  the  aforefaid  Province ; 
and  that  John  Hill,  Edmund  Quincy,  Belcher  Noyes,  John  Tudor _ana 
Samuel  Pemberton,  Efquires,  are  Juftices  of  the  Peace  for  the  fame 
County,  and  that  full  Faith  and  Credit  is  and  ought  to  be  given 
to  their  feveral  Afts  and  Attettations  ( as  on  the  annexed  Paper; 
both  in  Court  and  without. 

In  Tcftimony  whereof  I  have  caufed  the  Public  Seal  of  the 
Province  of  Maffachufefts-Bay  abovefaid  to  be  bereu'lto  a*^^ 
Dated  at  Bofton  the  Thirtieth  Day  of  March  1770.  In  the  ten. . 

Year  of  his  Majefty’s  Reign. 

By  his  Honor’s  Command, 

John  Cotton,  D.  Secretary 

* 

Three  original  Certificates  of  the  foregoing  Tenor,  with  the 
Province  Seal  affixed  to  them,  are  figned  by  the  Lieutenant 
Governor,  and  annexed  to  three  printed  Copies  of  tms  Pamph  . 

Two  of  them  will  be  fent  to  London  for  the ;  the  Satisfaftion  oi 
■•fitch  Gentlemen  in -England  as  incline  to  fee  the  Ongmals  t  viz^ 
One  of  them  to  William  Bollan,  Elq;  and  the  other  to 
Dennis  De  Bertdt,  Efq; - The  third  remains  with  the 

Committee, 
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